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Hello and welcome to the August edition of the Leamington
Society newsletter.

As you see, the look of our newsletter has changed, as we now
use different software to design it. We will also experiment
with various formats in the next few issues and would
appreciate your feedback on what works and what might
need to be changed or removed. As always, we are keen to
have contributions from members, as articles or letters to the
editor, in response to various issues within the broad remit of
the Society.

We also welcome your photos, drawings, and other visual
contributions, both for the newsletter and for use on our social
media channels (always duly credited). Given that the pace of
life is faster these days, we believe that the power of quality
imagery cannot be underestimated.

Do stay in touch via email at contact@leamingtonsociety.org

Ignaty Dyakov-Richmond
Editor

JOIN THE SOCIETY AT
WWW.LEAMINGTONSOCIETY.ORG/JOIN-US

Autumn Events

All in the Oddfellows Hall,
22 New St, Leamington Spa
CV311HP at 19:30

Thursday, September 14th
Spencer Yard

Cllr. lan Davison, WDC
Leader

Wednesday, October 18th
Leamington Transformation
Board

Mark Lee, Chair

Tuesday, November 14th
Joint with Literary Society
Celia Rees, local author of
national repute

Wednesday, December 13th
Muir and Norden
David Howe
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Chairman's Notes

The sad news of the death of
Archie Pitts, for many years
Chairman of the Leamington
Society, was announced just
before these notes were
written.

To find out more about
Archie and his legacy see the
obituary on a later page.
Archie was for many years
the editor of this newsletter
and Ignaty Dyakov-
Richmond has now taken
over the role. Though sadly
the Arts Shop in the Pump
Rooms will be closed,
despite numerous
objections, another cause for
concern is the proposal to
shut down the ticket office
at Leamington Station. We
hope that in this case the
outcome of the many
protests and consultations
will be positive for the town.

It was hard to remember, as
these notes were written on
a rainy July day, that when
the last newsletter appeared
we were in the middle of No
Mow May, which proved
more controversial than
expected.

Warwick District Council
plans to repeat the event
next year, taking account of
problems and objections.

We are now looking forward
to September, which will
bring the start of the new
season. Our talks should be
interesting and relevant to
our members. The first on
Thursday 14th September
will be given by Cllir. lan
Davison, Leader of Warwick
District Council, who will
talk about the exciting
developments taking place
in Spencer Yard, at present
hidden from view. Mark Lee,
Chair of the Transformation
Board, will talk on 18th
October about important
new projects and what they
will mean for Leamington.

On Tuesday 14th November
we will share an evening
with the Literary Society to
hear from local author Celia
Rees, author of “Miss
Graham’'s War” and
numerous other
publications.

The EcoFest returns on
Sunday 2nd September,
followed by the Food and
Drink Fair on 9th and 10th
September, both in the
Pump Room Gardens, and
Warwickshire Heritage Open
Days from Friday 8th to
Sunday 17th September.
Read more about these
inside.

Barbara Lynn
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Our New Home

We are delighted that after a difficult
year with regard to venues we have
found a new location for our talks, in the
Oddfellows Hall, New Street. The sudden
closure of Dormer Place to outside
bookings presented us with a real
problem but happily Oddfellows Hall
offers the facilities that we need and is
just as easily accessible.

To many of us, the name of Oddfellows

was unfamiliar: where was the Hall, who

are the Oddfellows and what do they

do? The Independent Order of The New Street building has its own
Oddfellows is in fact one of the oldest history, being formerly St Peter’'s Roman

and largest friendly societies in the UK. Catholic Boys' School. Externally this can
be seen from Gordon Street but
internally it has been much altered.

The history of Oddfellows is still visible in
the old notices, regalia, and the

impressive table of former Grand

Their origins go back to the early trade
guilds, when they protected members
who had fallen on hard times, maybe
through sickness or unemployment.
Oddfellows does the same for its
members today but since the founding Masters with the names of their Lodges.
of the NHS it provides complementary
services. Support can be given for
example for a period of convalescence or
help at home, and regular social events

are organised.

Modernisation means that such terms
are no longer in use, apart from in
ceremonies where old ritual is recalled
and regalia displayed, although a few
traditionally-minded members still like

The Oddfellows Hall in New Street, which to recall them.
belongs to the Heart of England district,
was located in 8 Clarence Terrace for
over 100 years.lts current red brick
building might not be as elegant as a

Barbara Lynn

Regency terrace but is far more suited to
the needs of its members, being on one
floor and spacious.
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Unwelcome Changes at
the Pump Rooms

The District Council needs to vacate
Riverside House, as many of the staff
now work from home and the premises
are far too big. The plan is to relocate to
Shire Hall offices in Warwick and some
rooms in the Town Hall, but sadly the
proposal now includes building offices
and interview rooms in the area of the
Pump Rooms shop.

This will change the entrance area from
a light airy space with views over the
Gardens to a darker more restricted
entrance with a wooden partition on the
right hand side. Both residents and
visitors to our town currently enjoy the
shop which offers works by local artists
and plenty of attractive souvenirs and
memorabilia of the town. The art
displays echo the work in the art gallery,
and visitors wishing to understand the
history of the town have a chance to buy
books and pictures to complement their
experience in the museum.

y-
/4

It would make much better sense to
accommodate offices and interview

rooms and a one stop shop for
information about council matters in the
Town Hall. The council has government
money to modernize the Town Hall,
making it more accessible and
improving the facilities such as the lift
and the toilets. There is room for both
creative arts and council information in
such a large building.

Let's leave the Pump Rooms as our
cultural centre which so many of us

enjoy and keep its light airy foyer as it is.

Margaret Begg
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Cycling in Leamington

When | agreed to write a few paragraphs
on ‘Cycling in Leamington' | imagined
that | would be writing something
positive along the lines of ‘it's a great
time to be a cyclist at the moment: after
all, it has been government policy since
2021 that local authorities should give us
the means of making half of all short
journeys by walking and cycling by
2030'. Or maybe: ‘the pandemic showed
us that when traffic is off the roads no
end of people have the confidence get
out on their bikes. To back that up,
planners use modelling tools that
indicate that Leamington has a great
‘propensity to cycle'. Or even: ‘work on a
proper cycleway from Leamington to
Warwick (K2L), which has been a twinkle
in the eye of Cycleways for nearly 25
years and is now trumpeted by
Warwickshire County Council as their
‘flagship scheme', has actually started.'

So why am | feeling so despondent?
Because, as they say, everything is
political and the political scenery is not
encouraging. Let's focus on one item,
K2L, for a moment. Construction work
has halted.

We expected that a meeting to discuss it
in February with WCC and WDC
councilors, the WCC Transport Portfolio
Holder, WCC planning officers and
representatives of local interest groups,
including members with high-level civil
engineering expertise, would at least
lead to better communication and the
response to some constructive
comments and pertinent questions
posed by professionals.

But no - despite repeated requests to
WCC for information or even information
about the prospect of future meetings
there is nothing to report. Apparently,
our County Councillors have 3-monthly
K2L meetings but communication from
those has been zero. And thisis a
‘flagship’ scheme!

The money (our taxes) was allocated
several years ago but because of the
delays, any completed scheme will cost
much, much more than the funds
currently available.

Nationally the picture is just as gloomy,
with even climate change rhetoric, let
alone action, being watered down daily
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by both left and right of the political
establishment, so as not to upset
whichever readership or constituency is

being addressed. Now any scheme likely
to improve the lot of cyclists, such as
20mph limits or Low Traffic
Neighbourhoods is under scrutiny in
case it is perceived as ‘anti-motorist’.

Cycling is increasingly becoming
politicised; some would say ‘weaponised’
in the service of vote-chasing.

This is ironic, given that all the evidence
from the UK and abroad shows that
despite the usual strident voices in
opposition, infrastructure that favours
walkers, cyclists and users of public
transport is on balance a vote winner.

Nationally, nearly a quarter of
households do not have access to a car.
A cynic might remark that as those
households are among the least likely to
use their vote, their interests can be
safely ignored.

Driving doesn’t improve our health or
protect our children. Driving doesn’t
improve our air quality or help to reduce
our carbon footprints. Driving doesn’t
make our neighbourhoods better places
to live. Walking and cycling do just that
and much more.

Cycleways is a non-politically aligned
organisation and will never get involved
in party politics. We are obliged to
engage in political activity because we
campaign for better cycling facilities and
it is our politicians who make the
decisions about how we use our public
spaces.

Please think about joining us and adding
your voice to ours. It's a crucial time in
the life of our town for many reasons.
Please help Cycleways to hold our
elected representatives to account. Our
website is www.cycleways.org.uk.

Susan Rasmussen,

Cycleways, Chair

WWW.LEAMINGTONSOCIETY.ORG || CONTACT@LEAMINGTONSOCIETY.ORG
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Foundry Wood is 10!

As many Leamington Society members
will recall - in June 2013 the Foundry
Wood community woodland opened to
the public. We can hardly believe that
was ten years ago.

The work began several years earlier
when newly-formed community
organisation ARC (Achieving Results in
Communities) was introduced to the
developer of the old Ford Foundry site.
Warwick District Council had fortunately
put a section 106 condition on the
planning agreement, that the ‘green
triangle’ of land that was part of the land
purchased, was to be protected as a
‘community green space’.

Once planning permission was granted,
and a 99-year peppercorn rent agreed,
ARC spent around 18 months consulting
the local public, experts on wildlife and
conservation, working with teams of
volunteers, liaising with many
stakeholders and building the initial

infrastructure — access paths, a covered
wooden outdoor classroom and (very
importantly!) a compost toilet. They also
established a charity to co-manage the
oversight of the woodland - the Friends
of Foundry Wood. This was formally
constituted as a CIO (Charitable
Incorporated Organisation) and now
meets every 2 months to look after the
woodland.

Together the groups fundraised and
worked with volunteers to create a
thriving community woodland that was
named ‘Foundry Wood' — hosting
hundreds of events each year —ranging
from wildlife monitoring, toddler groups,
storytelling, wellbeing groups, youth
mentoring, pizza making, theatre
performances, singing and dance
groups, seasonal celebrations and much,
much more!

WWW.LEAMINGTONSOCIETY.ORG || CONTACT@LEAMINGTONSOCIETY.ORG
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They restored and installed a railway
goods wagon and interpreted the history
of the site and the surrounding
foundries, installed a wooden climbing
frame, play area, benches, signage and
bike shelter to encourage visitors to stay
and enjoy the woods for longer.

The soil on the land is very free -draining,
with no natural water source, so the
group created (and recently restored) a
pond to support wildlife and provide an
educational resource, topped up using
rainwater sustainably collected from the
outdoor classroom run-off.

Foundry Wood was able to continue to
offer a safe space for people to visit
during the pandemic and most recently,
last year, finally acquired a 15-year lease
from Network Rail on the adjacent land -

The Sidings. This is not open every day
but access managed to protect this
special area.

None of this would have been possible
without the continuing support of the
community, individuals, businesses, and
organisations- through donations of
funds as well as their time.

Foundry Wood held a celebration event
on Saturday 24th June 2023 to share the
success of the past 10 years with the
community. There was a range of
activities — pond dipping, nature crafts, a
woodland quiz, an exhibition of
photographs from the past 10 years,
guided tours of the new Sidings area. In
the Outdoor Classroom entertainment
was provided by local musicians, poets
and storytellers. And there was much
cakel

Thank you for your ongoing support.
Please visit the Foundry Wood website
events page to find out about upcoming
events this summer:
www.foundrywood.co.uk/events

Donations to Foundry Wood for ongoing
care and maintenance can be made via
a local giving page:
https://localgiving.org/charity/foundryw
ood

Kristie Naimo, Chair of Friends of
Foundry Wood and Director at ARC

WWW.LEAMINGTONSOCIETY.ORG || CONTACT@LEAMINGTONSOCIETY.ORG
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Leamington Station

A warm hello from our local station team
here at Leamington Spa. First of all, I'd
like to thank you for your brilliant
support in the ‘World Cup of Stations’
tournament earlier this year. It was a
nail-biting finish, and we picked up the
bronze medal, coming third out of 48
stations. This achievement is a
testament to all the fantastic work done
by our volunteers and station team in
making it such a vibrant, colourful and
welcoming environment for all. If you
voted, thank you so much, and if you
didn't, there's always next year — where
we will be going for first place!

We're also proud that the improvements
made to the station ahead of last
summer’'s Commonwealth Games have
been recognised and ‘highly
commended’ by the West Midlands
Chartered Institution of Highways and
Transportation Awards. A massive thanks
to our partners who helped deliver the
project, and we hope that the
renovations have improved your
experience travelling in and out of the
station.

The station was also on BBC 2 last month
for Michael Portillo’s ‘Great British
Railway Journeys'. It was great to see
Leamington on national television
looking its best, and lovely to welcome
Mr. Portillo and his film crew to the
station. You can catch up on the
episodes on BBC iPlayer.

We know that recent engineering works
and industrial action have impacted your
travel plans over the last few weeks.
We'd like to apologise for the
inconvenience this has caused you and
thank you for your understanding and
patience during quite a disruptive
period.

Wishing you a happy, healthy (and
hopefully sunny) summer period.

Liane McCarthy
Area Manager, Warwickshire
Chiltern Railways

Photo from Chilterns Railway Facebook page
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Station ticket office closure

43% of stations in the UK already operate
without ticket offices. Now the railway
companies propose to swiftly close ticket
offices at most of the other stations,
including the one in Leamington Spa.
The railway marketing literature cite the
examples of supermarkets and banks
going the self-service route and aspire to
move with the times. They lament being
stuck in 1990s, before the invention of
smartphones.

Innovation is usually a good thing but
we must remember the context and
treat every situation individually. The
worst that can happen in a supermarket
—which would ordinarily still have
manned checkouts - is that you will
leave without a loaf of bread if you
cannot figure out how the self-checkout
works and then you are likely to find
another grocery shop nearby. It is hot
the case if you travel home on a late
night train or — tired and with luggage —
are travelling to catch a plane. These are
not situations in which to learn the new
skills of navigating computing systems.
Chris Davis, one of the Leamington
Society committee, says, “The machines
are not intuitive enough for the
occasional user”.

The railway claim that only 12% of tickets
are bought at ticket offices — they
probably know their numbers, yet here is
an example from another Leamington
Society member, Christine Woodland

“I've just been to the station to change a
London ticket, waited 10 minutes while

one old dear sorted, 5 minutes for me, 2
people behind me. Ticket office is used!”

Paul Dickins, our Vice-Chair, suggests
that ticket offices are crucial for “getting
refunds, especially if one has bought a
ticket in advance and then travel plans
change at the last minute”. He also
points out that one cannot reserve seats
via machines, “very important for Cross
Country, especially if it's a long journey
to the North East or Scotland or down to
the South West”".

Current ticket office staff will be
retrained to become ‘multi-skilled
customer service advisers”, walking
around the stations and thus ‘more
visible'. However, the Leamington
Society Chair, Barbara Lynn, doubts it:
“The points raised will be even more
applicable to people who are older,
slower, maybe with poor sight. How are
they meant to track down a
representative in good time?” “And what
about the waste of our beautifully-
restored ticket office in a Grade 11 listed
station?”, she also wonders.

You may want to let your opinion about
their proposal be known to Chiltern Rail
via email:
TicketOffice.Chiltern@transportfocus.or
g.uUk or indeed contact our local MP.

Ignaty Dyakov-Richmond
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Heritage Open Days 2023

As we |look forward to the new season,
we can anticipate one of September's
regular events, Warwickshire Heritage
Open Days. These offer the chance to
learn more about our own
neighbourhood, whether by joining an
interesting walk or visiting a normally
closed historic building. They are
intended for residents as well as visitors,
giving us the chance to find out more
about the buildings or places we often
take for granted.

Heritage Open Days have taken place
since 1994. You might even remember
their 25th birthday celebration in 2019.
They are managed locally by a
partnership of public, private and
volunteer organisations, such as the
Leamington Society, although at the
national level the National Trustis in
charge. These traditional local events in
fact originated in Europe. The intention
of the Council of Europe in 1991 was to
increase appreciation of Europe’s
valuable cultural assets and the
importance of protecting these. Events
are now held in 50 of the states which
are signatories to the European Cultural
Convention.

If you would like to find out what our
European partners in Sceaux, Bruhl or
Heemstede are offering, go to Journées
du Patrimoine, Tag der offenen Tur or
Open Monumentendag.

“The town and the Leamington Society
always need new volunteers to organise
events. An event need not be a walk but
could be a concert or a demonstration of
an aspect of local culture. Support is
available for any group or individual who
has an interesting idea, with free
materials or other resources.

To organise an event might seem like
hard work but anyone who does it will be
surprised by how much they can also
learn. There is always somebody taking
part who can provide a little extra
information! Why not think about it for
next year?

The latest programme will be available in
due course.

Barbara Lynn

Made in Leamington

After their successful book on “Global
Leamington” the Leamington History
group are planning a new publication
about the history of businesses in
Leamington Spa.

They are looking for articles to be
included under the following headings:
Manufacturing, Inventions, Architects &
builders, Sports, Creative industries, and
Silicon Spa. If you could help in any way,
please email stellabolitho@gmail.com

WWW.LEAMINGTONSOCIETY.ORG || CONTACT@LEAMINGTONSOCIETY.ORG
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Why not to share your knowledge?

Life-long Leamington resident and
Leamington Society member, Robin
Taylor, has stepped back from his
membership of the Leamington Spa
Blue Plaques Group and his successor is
urgently needed. The Blue Plaques
scheme, under the wing of Leamington
Spa Town Council, commemorates
residents worthy of recognition for their
importance to Leamington or nationally,
by the installation of a blue plaque at
their former residence. The Leamington
Society is among the Leamington Spa
organisations represented on the Group.

While Leamington Spa is a relatively new
town, its history as a famous spa dating
back only to the end of the 18th century,
it has a wide and interesting range of
former residents, from Benjamin
Satchwell, born in 1732, postmaster, to
Samuel Lockhart, elephant trainer, born
in 1851, or Malcolm Sayer, born in 1916,
designer of the E-Type Jaguar. The latest
to be commemorated, in March 2023,
were Christopher Ironside and his wife
Janey. He was a renowned camoufleur,
based in Leamington Spa during the
Second World War and his wife a
professor at the Royal College of Art.
They lived in Lansdowne Circus, next to
the residence of Nathaniel Hawthorne,
an American novelist also
commemorated by a Blue Plaque.

Historic Interest Plaques are also
displayed when an event is worthy of
commemoration, as with the birth of
Lawn Tennis in the grounds of the
former Manor House Hotel. To see all of
the Blue Plaques you need only to follow
the three Blue Plaques Walks, available
either online or as a leaflet at the Visitor
Information Centre.

To learn more about the scheme or even
better, to apply for membership of the
Blue Plaques Group, contact
Leamington Spa Town Council or the
Leamington Society. Your knowledge
could be valuable.

Barbara Lynn
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A vision for the next four years for
Warwick District

It's interesting being asked for my vision,
as | have strong ideals whilst being
committed to improving the lives of
residents, which means grasping
opportunities for change and bringing
people onboard.

But first, the new Green Labour
administration is committed to
stabilising the council’s finances by
addressing the long-term structural
deficit. Second, core services such as
emptying the bins and providing council
homes must be high quality and
efficient. If these foundations are in
place, we can look to implement
ambitious change. Our main
commitment is to reduce carbon
emissions and associated energy bills in
council homes and buildings and make
it easier for the general public to do the
same.

Perhaps it's easiest to describe the way |
seek the sweet spot between idealism
and pragmatism by mentioning two key
challenges. First, we are working with
Stratford District Council to produce a
local plan.Government regulations make
this particularly difficult, and many
residents will be upset wherever
thousands of new homes are built. We
are looking for ways to challenge the
government’s housing numbers,
focusing more on affordable housing
and seeking improved design of new

Photo from Warwick District
Green Party Facebook page

developments, particularly making local
amenities accessible without having to
sit in traffic jams.

Second, in Leamington, many people
enjoyed the traffic-free Parade during
lockdown, but such pedestrianisation
has challenges for those with mobility
issues and for routing traffic, especially
buses. More importantly, what vision of
The Parade will appeal to most traders
and residents? Cafes spilling onto the
street? Trees, water features and park
benches? Varied market stalls? Street
entertainment and art?

To modify an old adage, we're
committed to making a positive impact,
mindful there are things we cannot
change, and are working hard to know
the difference by listening carefully to
key stakeholders and residents.

lan Davison, Councillor, Leader of
Warwick District Council
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Being the Chair

Council Facebook page

Photo from Warwick District

Being the Chair of Warwick District
Council is a great honour — 43 fellow
Councillors putting their trust in you —
and also rather fun.l have had to get the
constitution changed a bit as for the past
few years the Chairman, which is what |
prefer to be called, but now officially
called the Chair, has only been able to
attend events organised by the Council
and memorial events.

Now, however, | can attend anything | am
invited to by anyone in the District, so in
the last week | have enjoyed a very soggy
but fantastic Lillington Fun Day, a truly
joyful graduation day at Warwick
University and an eye opening inspiring
visit to Lamp Learning to discover what
they offer to young people. All this has
been slightly complicated by the fact that
| am currently in a wheelchair or on a
mobility scooter, hired from Leamington
Shopmobilty, having a broken leg, which
tests various buildings’' accessibility.

My most important role is to chair the
meetings of the Council, and the first
proper one this year was also this week,
and what a humdinger.It was the first
proper Council for 21 of the 44
Councillors too. We had a petition, and
an item called in from a Cabinet decision
which is very rare, both of which related
to the proposed removal of the shop in
the Pump Rooms. There was a proposal
to suspend some standing orders
(defeated), two recorded votes, and
finally an adjournment, which | have
never known before. I'm glad | knew my
standing orders, though both the Chief
Executive and Monitoring Officer are
there to advise.

| am very much looking forward to the
rest of my official year which lasts until
next May, meeting many more
interesting people.

Sidney Syson, Councillor, Chair of
Warwick District Council

IN MEMORIAM

Archie Pitts (1939-2023)

Archie met his wife Marianne at Oxford
University and for 59 years they made a
formidable team, and one which has
greatly benefited Leamington Spa. He
taught at the University of East Anglia,
but fortunately for us they later moved to
Warwick Business School as lecturers and
chose to live in Leamington.
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Archie met his wife Marianne at Oxford
University and for 59 years they made a
formidable team, and one which has
greatly benefited Leamington Spa. He
taught at the University of East Anglia,
but fortunately for us they later moved to
Warwick Business School as lecturers and
chose to live in Leamington.

Unfortunately, Archie developed a rare
cancer, which though cured, led to other
health difficulties later in life. He was
undeterred, and once retired he devoted
his time to the Leamington Society. He
moved the Society into the 21st century
introducing electronic systems to vastly
improve the Society’'s communications
and founding both the Friends of
Leamington Station and the Friends of
the Pump Room Gardens. He was an
expert at raising funds, using his
considerable powers of reason and
persuasion and networking, and we have
him to thank for our prize-winning
station and restored bandstand and
arches in the Gardens. He and Marianne
were recognised as Legends of
Leamington in 2019 by the Leamington
ABusiness Forum.

Archie was always an independent
thinker, a person of sound judgement
and great kindness. He earned the
respect of all who knew him, and he will
be much missed.

Sadly his final years were dogged by ill
health, but he never complained and
continued to contribute to the Society
right up to the end of his life. The Society
owes him a tremendous debt of

gratitude.

Margaret Begg

Margaret Watkins (1931-2023)

Margaret Watkins, a former Chairman of
the Leamington Society, has died aged 91
years. Many members will remember her,
as she lived such a full and active life in
Leamington and contributed to the
community in SO many ways.

She was born in Coventry, and her family
were forced to move to Nuneaton as a
result of the bombing in World War Il.
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They returned to Coventry, and after
school she worked at Alfred Herbert's.
Once happily married to Jack she lived in
Warwick and then in Leamington. They
had two children, Stephen and Helen,
who were brought up in a spacious
period house in Church Hill. She worked
at the Mid-Warwickshire College library,
where she developed her interest in Art.

During her adult life she threw herself
into all aspects of Leamington life. Apart
from the Leamington Society, she was
active in the History Society, the Literary
Society and the Friends of the Art Gallery.
She was a school governor, taught
English to Asian women, supported the
Liberal Party, campaigned for Peace and
volunteered to help the homeless. Her
Christian faith was always important to
her and she attended St Nicholas Church
in Warwick and more recently All Saints
in Leamington. Her grandchildren were a
great source of joy, and she was ready to
travel to the USA in order to keep in
touch with Helen's family there.

She will be remembered as a kind, gentle
person with a strong sense of purpose,
who enriched Leamington life and was
regarded with affection by all those who
met her.

Margaret Begg
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MANY CULTURES, ONE TOWN

The story of post-war Leamington Spa

Many Cultures, One Town: the story of
post-war Leamington Spa

This is the fourth in a series of videos
created by Leamington History Group and
local filmmaker Mark Ellis chronicling the
history of the town from its early days as a
spa resort to the present day.

This film shows how Leamington
recovered after 1945 to become a thriving
industrial and tourist town. We also hear
the stories of people who came from
Poland, Ireland, India, Pakistan, Africa and
the Caribbean to make Leamington their
home — why they came and the
challenges they sometimes faced building
a new life here.

It's a celebration, not only of Leamington’s
diversity, but also of the contribution of
these communities to the political,
economic and cultural life of the town as a
whole.

Watch the trailer here -
https://youtu.be/ BtQCaysujM
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Officers and Committee
Chairman: Barbara Lynn

Vice Chairman: Paul Dickins

Hon. Secretary and Membership Secretary:
Margaret Begg
Hon. Treasurer: Chris Davis
Committee Members:
Ignaty Dyakov-Richmond, Gary Jones

The Leamington Society is a registered charity. It is a
member of the West Midlands Amenity Societies
Association and the National Organisation of
Residents’ Associations. It exists to preserve the
heritage and improve the character of Royal
Leamington Spa and to encourage high standards of
planning and architecture.

Charity No. 516078

Unless otherwise indicated, views expressed in the
Society’s newsletters are the contributors’ own and not
necessarily the view of the Society.

TO JOIN THE SOCIETY VISIT
WWW.LEAMINGTONSOCIETY.ORG/JOIN-US

New Members

We are pleased to
welcome to the Society:

Lorraine Hodgson
Mike and Anna Patrick
Susan Stewart

Martyn Vitty
Catherine Whitley
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