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Chairman’s Notes 

Leamington Spa experienced the culmination of years 
of planning when both the Commonwealth Games and 
CultureFest started at the end of July. Even before 
then we could not miss the signs that the Games were 
coming, with bunting and banners appearing all over 
the town. Leamington Spa has a significant part to play 
in these events, not only as the location for the Lawn 
and Para-Bowls, but also as centre for CultureFest and 
as one of the main Festival Sites.  Leamington Society 
volunteers will be in evidence here, assisting on the 
Festival Information Desk and offering twice-daily 
Welcome Walks. 

As noted in the May newsletter, we have the Games to 
thank for some significant improvements in our town 
centre, parks and gardens.  At Leamington Station the 
Colour Palette has transformed the underpass.  
Victoria Park has also benefitted, though this is difficult 
to appreciate when the Lawn Bowls events are taking 
place.  Despite the excitement, current concerns could 
not be forgotten.  The planning application for the 
development of a site in Althorpe Street has led to 
numerous objections, as did that for the Court Street 
site.  

However the positive news is not only Warwick District 
Council’s support for the development of 
Leamington’s Creative Quarter but also for some of 
the artists and organisations who will work there. At 
the Ignite event on 14th July, celebrating the district’s arts, culture and heritage, the Council 
announced their four Creative Partners, including Leamington’s Motionhouse and Playbox 
Theatre. Also announced was the France Brodeur Young Artist Award, for emerging artists 
between 16 and 35, as well as various other grants. 

 

Autumn talks 
 

Motionhouse  
Louise Richards 

Founder and Executive Director 
Thursday, 15 September  

 
HMOs and studentification in 

Leamington 
Professor Darren Smith, 

Loughborough University 
Thursday, 13 October  

 
Global Leamington  

Stella Bolitho 
Local Historian 

Thursday, 10 November  
 

Bread for Life 
Jess Mooney 

Thursday, 8 December  
 

All talks will be held at 
Dormer Place Conference Hall, 

CV32 4AA,  
starting at 19.30.  Entry £2 
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Finally CultureFest was launched, an appropriate end to an evening the focus of which was the 
district’s creative sector. 

Barbara Lynn 

 

Forthcoming talks and events:  For venue, dates and times see first page 

Motionhouse 

Louise Richards, co-founder of Motionhouse, will talk about the trailblazing journey of the 
Leamington-based company which was created here in 1988 and now tours the world with its 
thrilling dance-circus productions. 

HMOs and Studentification in Leamington 

This presentation by Professor Darren Smith from Loughborough University will explore how the 
unique landscape of Leamington Spa is increasingly being reconfigured by processes of 
studentification, despite the absence of an in-situ university.  It will be argued that 
studentification is stimulating some challenges for settled local residents and policy makers which 
are akin to other university towns and cities, and also run counter to the aspiration of 
stakeholders for urban sustainability.  The presentation concludes by drawing upon some lessons 
from other towns and cities that may be relevant to Leamington Spa. 

Global Leamington 

Stella Bolitho’s talk will cover the Global Leamington project of the History Group, to appear as a 
book. This explores Leamington’s diverse connections around the world, both through individuals 
like William de Normanville, descended from a French grandfather, and cultural groups like the 
Czechs or Punjabis who settled here.  Others like architect William Thomas went out into the 
world and flourished. 

Bread for Life 

Jess Mooney, a born and bred Leamingtonian, will be presenting her own personal story from 
setting up a small bread making enterprise from her home kitchen through to running award 
winning bread making experience days and becoming an author of her debut cook book, Time for 
Bread. 

 

A multi-million bid to central government 

Bath Street and nearby High Street in Leamington have 
long been notorious for their high levels of pollution – 
one of the worst areas in Warwickshire.  The problem 
arises from the tall buildings combined with a narrow 
road and pavements and traffic. 

WDC working with WCC has prepared a Levelling Up bid 
for £13 million to make Bath Street a bus and cyclist 
only route.  There could be a bus interchange on the 
Bath Place car park, owned by WDC.  If the bid is 
successful, it would be matched with £3.5 million from 
WDC’s Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) fund. 

Bath Street at standstill 
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If Bath Street were to be restricted to buses and cycles, where will all other vehicles go?  Turn left 
into Priory Terrace or right into Spencer Street?  Or would this plan be linked to pedestrianisation 
of the Parade?   

How would such changes to Bath Street, with or without pedestrianisation of the Parade, affect 
traders on these streets, and the adjacent side roads.  There will be many conflicting 
considerations. 

These will have major implications for the town centre.  

https://tinyurl.com/Levelling-up-bid  
 

 
Althorpe Street and Milverton House planning applications  

Althorpe Street   

The most recent major application for the end of Althorpe Street proposes a "creative hub" 
workspace plus Purpose Built Student Accommodation (PBSA) on multiple floors above for 328 
students. 

Similar applications have been submitted before, but this is the largest development for three 
blocks of up to six storeys and on the smallest plot. 

The Leamington Society has submitted a 
carefully argued and long objection, with 
multiple photos, to convey the impact of the 
proposed development.  Go to the planning 
application W/22/0860 (on the district council 
Planning Portal) and then to Documents > 28 
July 2022 > Leamington Society – Objection 
parts 1 and 2. 

To date, the application has received over 150 
objections including from Matt Western MP, 
Leamington Spa Town Council, Warwickshire 
County Council Ecology and Landscape Team 

and several councillors.  There are just three comments in support from individuals. It is notable 
that the number of objections has grown significantly compared to the previous applications and 
includes large numbers from both across town and nearby and on a range of grounds, such as 
loss of employment and ecological issues. 

A frustrating aspect is that residents and affected businesses are still having cause to worry and 
scramble to the "fire drill" of the news of yet another PBSA application and then respond en 
masse.  Objections that have been carefully considered and filed for previous similar applications 
do not count and must be reassessed and resubmitted, even though they cover similar grounds. 

This is a waste of time, particularly of the already over-stretched WDC planning officers. 

WDC does not have a planning policy that covers Student Housing including PBSAs, and 
developers are exploiting this with repeat tweaked applications, each of which must be 
considered afresh by both planners and interested parties. Then, if  consent is granted for a PBSA, 
the developers will extract in rent over half (and rising) of the notional economic benefits that 

CGI by developer 

https://tinyurl.com/Levelling-up-bid
https://planningdocuments.warwickdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=_WARWI_DCAPR_91459
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students reportedly bring to an area (more details in the objection).  The latest rent costs have 
been released: Accommodation Costs Survey 2021 Launched. 

“The report shows that even if students received the full student maintenance loan, …. Outside 
of London accommodation costs account for 72% of the maximum loan, leaving students with 
£69.52 per week to spend on other living costs.” 

Several years ago WDC’s nascent Student Housing/PBSA policy fell due to an apparent legal 
challenge and then the Climate Emergency took precedence and effectively absorbed any 
available WDC resources. 

Milverton House   

An application W/19/0531 required the demolition and relocation of various small businesses, 
with two blocks (Milverton House and Drummond House) of 90 one or two bed apartments built 
in their place on a site spanning Court Street.    

During the planning process an initial design for 20% 
“proposed student units” was changed to remove these 
due to the HMO concentration calculation, which was then 
incorrectly interpreted to mean a ‘no student’ outcome. 

The application was approved, despite multiple concerns, 
mainly the last-minute submission of viability assessment 
documents preventing proper scrutiny by committee 
members and loss of all the affordable housing. 

There was so much concern about this hasty decision that 
a question was raised in the House of Commons by our MP. 

Later, it emerged that the owner of the site was WDC, 
which subsequently decided not to sell the land, thus 
rendering the planning approval moot, even though the 
planning decision stood. 

 

However there was still the matter of the target market for the accommodation.  The Planning 
Committee chair then proposed a "no student" planning condition for the development, and this 
was granted in July 2022 (see W/19/0531, COMMITTEE REPORT 4 MAY 2022).  This appears to 
set an important precedent for planning conditions, namely that a "no student" condition is not 
discriminatory (students are not a protected group) and could be imposed on any future 
developments if deemed necessary. 

It also shows a serious lack of coordination within the local planning procedure.  

Location of development 

“Concept” views of Milverton and Drummond Houses 

https://www.unipol.org.uk/news/accommodation-costs-survey-2021-launched
https://planningdocuments.warwickdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=_WARWI_DCAPR_83547
https://planningdocuments.warwickdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=_WARWI_DCAPR_83547
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The Courier reported (August 12th) that WDC will be reviewing the process and proposing steps 
to prevent this type of situation arising again.  The town must be thankful to Cllrs Quinney and 
Davison for raising these matters at a recent Full Council meeting.  

Bruno Eurich and Archie Pitts 

 

 
Art in the Park 2022 

AITP, first created in 2014 by Mo Finnessey, was back again this year, with the town still reeling 
from the efforts of the Commonwealth Games and the returning 
heat wave.  Our Society gazebo displayed the 2021 Society 
Awards, a sporting quiz, and a map showing vacant shop sites 
inviting visitors to say what should happen to the town centre – 
some favoured the pedestrianisation of the Parade.  Posters and 
cards of the railways and Brink Street Art were for sale.  Altogether 

a crowded environment.  It attracted attention from passers-by and enabled us to explain that 
our Society is less concerned with the past and more with the future of Leamington Spa. 

 

We are grateful to all members of the Society who welcomed visitors through two days of 
sweltering heat to our displays, tried the quiz or just asked about the purpose of the Society.  We 
owe special thanks to Clive Engwell and Chris Davis for devising the display, the quiz and the prize 
– a picture by Clive of the bowling green and houses in the vernacular style of nearby Archery 
Road. 

 
 

Green Flag Awards for Pump Room Gardens 

The Pump Room Gardens have received TWO Awards from Green Flag, the first for the high 
standard of maintenance of the gardens, the second for careful conservation of heritage assets.   

This accolade for WDC’s Green Spaces team and their contractor, idverde, joined three other 
parks and woodlands maintained by the District – Jephson and Mill Gardens, Crackley Wood and 
Oakley Wood.   

In addition local community group Achieving Results in the Community (ARC CIC) achieved a 

Leamington Society display 
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Green Flag award again at Foundry Wood.  

Only seven other areas in the whole of the West Midlands 
have received the heritage award, including of course the 
Jephson and Mill Gardens. 

The Friends of the PRG played a significant role in the 
restoration of these gardens since 2008 and are delighted 
to see this result, which also implies that the current high 
standard of maintenance will be maintained: judging is annual 
and WDC would not want to lose this prestigious award so soon.   

 
 

FLAG at 50 

Leamington is fortunate to have many specialist societies, reflecting our 
interest in all our town has to offer.  There is the Mid Warwickshire 
Association of the National Trust, Leamington Society, Friends of 
Leamington Station, Leamington Literary Society and Friends of 
Leamington Art Gallery, and it is not unusual to find people who are 
members of all these and more.  Perhaps the Society nearest to the 
aspirations of the Leamington Society is the Friends of Leamington Art 
Gallery. 

This society aims to maintain the high standard of museum exhibits in the art gallery in the Royal 
Pump Rooms.  Important centres, such as Birmingham and Coventry, have impressive galleries, 
but there cannot be many smaller towns which have such an interesting and well-maintained 
gallery as Leamington.  The Friends was established in 1967 when the Gallery shared 
accommodation with the County Library in Avenue Road.  Programmes comprised monthly 
meetings in the Gallery, set up at the last-minute on the day.  It was very reassuring and satisfying 
to be able to study whatever painting one happened to be sitting next to with the opportunity to 
study any of the other works on display. 

Eventually and inevitably the "Friends of Leamington Art Gallery" became known as "FLAG",  
though the words "and Museum" should be understood.  From time to time, FLAG makes special 
grants for purchases and, as and when important expenditure was required for an exhibit needing 
restoration, the Committee of FLAG would usually make a grant, a process still followed today. 

In due course the Art Gallery was moved out of Avenue Road and into the adapted former 
Leamington Swimming Baths with its glass roof designed by de Normanville.  By that time, the 
value of FLAG was recognised by the authorities and FLAG was given a meeting place in the Pump 
Rooms Annex.  Half-hour ‘Friday Focus’ talks were introduced by the Art Gallery for the benefit 
of working people spending their lunch hours in town, with FLAG often contributing.  

FLAG was founded thanks to Alderman Hilary Bostock and its first Honorary Secretary was Molly 
Carless, who worked in the Town Hall and knew whom to contact when FLAG needed help.  
Another couple of happy memory were Graham and Marian White – Graham as Chairman and 
Marian as Treasurer, who devoted their time and skills to the Society.  Their sudden loss was a 
blow – depriving us of their company and expertise.  We remember them all with great affection.  

As our membership grew too numerous for the Annex in 2017 we moved our meetings to the 
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Dormer Conference Centre, though our links with the Gallery were stronger and FLAG featured 
strongly in its publications.  This was the year we celebrated our 50th Anniversary.   

Then came coronavirus when all activities had to stop.  Reluctantly, we were forced into the 
realms of Zoom, enabling members to join meetings from home, with its disadvantages and 
advantages.  We survived and are now back to holding open meetings.  FLAG and the other 
societies will hopefully continue to pursue their good works and be as effective as ever. 

Graham Cooper  Chairman FLAG    

 
 
Finding Leamington 

There were two exciting additions to Christchurch Gardens in July:  a ‘Finger Post’ and a 
complementary installation in the newly designated ART BOX – now with its own sign.  Art Box is 
the third of the three listed telephone kiosks on the Clarendon Avenue edge of the Gardens. 

The Finger Post was the idea of The Friends of Christchurch 
Gardens as a bit of fun to celebrate The Commonwealth Games.  
It points to sister Leamingtons in Canada, New Zealand and 
Jamaica with the distance to each in kilometres.  It is perfectly 
situated next to the pedestrian crossing at the top of the Parade 
on Clarendon Avenue. 

Conceived in May and enthusiastically supported and funded by 
Warwick District Council, the attractive oak structure was 
installed in good time for the The Games.  Just 50m away, Art Box 
gives us some 
information about the 
other Leamingtons.  All 
researched and 
installed by Friends 
Chair Alison Chantrey, 

it has certainly attracted attention from passers-by.  Do 
take a look! 

If you visit Leamington, New Zealand, in person or 
online, and go to their bandstand you will see a splendid two storey structure. 

Jenny Dickins 

 
 
Our Station is better than ever! 

Money from the Commonwealth Games (CWG) has been well spent redesigning and resurfacing 
the forecourt.  The absurd ambition making it an urban park (with trees in tubs and grass) was 
rapidly abandoned.  It was and is a busy transport hub, catering for the comings and goings of 
more than two million passengers a year (pre-pandemic) – mostly on foot but also by bike, bus, 
coach and car, many of the latter needing space to unload and park.  Sensibly there is an increase 
in short-stay sites – but most cars must park further up Old Warwick Road.  We are promised 
sheltered and secure new cycle racks inside the building near the end of the narrow ramp down 

Oak finger post 
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from the road – possibly even this year.  The rusty and dilapidated iron railings are overdue for 
replacement, but money ran out and they were given a surprisingly effective coat of black paint.   

Liane McCarthy, the Station Manager, adorned this for the CWG with bunting in abundance. 

Access to the forecourt through the underpass was blocked for weeks, making us realise how 
necessary it is.  The “folk art” paintings of Leamington History have been replaced by large panels 
of colour on themes such as Community, Sport, History, … lining the walls and the background 

painted a bright white.  It looks glamorous – how long will it stay clean and bright?  The track still 
leaks, and always will.  

The advertising panes in the subway are better lit and decorated 
with good photographs of the station gardens.  All these were 
taken by Staff and Friends during the 20 years we have been 
working there, and expertly enhanced so they could be enlarged 
to poster size without pixelation, i.e. graininess.   

This is supplemented by large wall-art painting by Emily Kaye. 

The gardens on the platform and terraces have again been 
submitted for an Its Your Neighbourhood Assessment and are 
looking good, except the grass which is suffering in the drought.   

The major change at platform level is the restoration of the 
Refreshment room on platform 2, carefully returned to its 1939 
GWR original by the new tenant, Aasia Baig of Centenary Lounge.  
The fireplace, mirror and panelling are perfect again and the 
original flooring rescued from years of neglect.  All adorned by a 
large map of all the GWR routes.   

This will be the fourth in her growing chain of GWR lounges, with others at Moor Street, Snowshill 
and Foregate Worcester. 

                                       Both pictures by Terry Weston 

Marianne Pitts 
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Go and see for yourself. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Marianne Pitts 

 
 

 
 

Ignite 2022 

Warwick District Council’s Arts Section celebrated the area’s creative community at the first Ignite 
event at the Royal Pump Rooms in July. 

The Arts Manager, David Guilding, announced the Council’s four new Creative Partners who will work 
with WDC for the next three years representing the 
creative sector in the area.  They are Motionhouse, 
Playbox Theatre, Armonico Consort, Warwick Words 
Festival, each of which showed films about their 
work.  Follow the links to learn about each of these 
organisations. 

The Arts Officer, Carole Sleight, announced Ignite 
grants to the Leamington History Group, to Wren 
Hall at Wroxall, and to Arts Uplift.   

The WDC Arts team has been appointed to 
administer the France Brodeur Young Artist Award 
for artists aged 16-35.  

At the end of the evening everyone present appreciated the vibrancy of the area’s creative 
community.  The evening finished by launching CultureFest, the council’s cultural and heritage 
programme of events celebrating the arts and heritage venues, artists, and creative organisations in 
the area during the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games. 

Another Ignite event is planned for 2023. 
 

 
Richard Ashworth 1938-2022 

He played an important role in the Leamington Society.  Joining as a member in 2008, soon after moving 
here, he was on the committee in 2009 and Chair in 2010 – for eight years, which is possibly a record.  He 
remained on the committee until a few weeks before his death and the last service he rendered was a 
piece for the May 2022 newsletter and the minutes of the AGM. 

Aasia Baig 

Courtesy Jo Lewis 

https://www.motionhouse.co.uk/
https://www.playboxtheatre.com/
https://www.armonico.org.uk/
https://warwickwords.co.uk/
https://warwickwords.co.uk/
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20842/arts_grants/1826/france_brodeur_young_artist_award_fbyaa
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During his time as Chair, the Society raised the funds for replacing the Linden Arches and restoring the 
bandstand in the Pump Room Gardens.  We also successfully opposed a shopping mall on the Chandos 
Street carpark and very poor development on the brownfield site north of the station (“Quick’s site”).  
Membership rose from less than 300 to well over 400 – as it does when the society is active and effective. 

He was a charming, intelligent, modest and generous man and will be missed by all of us.  

Rachel Chesterfield 1927-2022 

Surely the last of our founder members?  Even when she reluctantly moved away from her fine house and 
garden in Leam Terrace to live with her son near Nottingham, she read the newsletter with interest.  She 
was passionate about the town, especially the bandstand, street trees and loyal to the last. 

Marianne Pitts 

 
 

New members 

We are pleased to welcome to the society: 

Alan and Susan Dudley Moss Meg van Rooyen and David Beckett 
Cathy and Mark Armstrong  Robin Gillam 

 

 

 

Officers and Committee 
Chairman:  Barbara Lynn 
Vice Chairmen:  Bruno Eurich, Archie Pitts 
Hon. Secretary and Membership Secretary:  Margaret Begg 
Hon. Treasurer:  Marianne Pitts 
Committee Members: 
Ian Bradbury, Chris Davis, Paul Dickins 

 
The Leamington Society is a registered charity. It is a member of the West Midlands 
Amenity Societies Association and the National Organisation of Residents’ Associations. It 
exists to preserve the heritage and improve the character of Royal Leamington Spa and to 
encourage high standards of planning and architecture. 
Charity No. 516078 
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