
Finding Leamington 
Finding Leamington is the title of a new installation in Christchurch 
Gardens (Top Park), Leamington Spa. It celebrates the town’s hosting of 
the 2022 Commonwealth Games Bowls and Para-Bowls competitions in 
Victoria Park. 


The Games inspired the Friends of Christchurch Gardens to research 
Leamington namesakes elsewhere in the Commonwealth. Finding 
Leamington is a traditional British fingerpost giving directions and 

distances to Leamington, Canada; Leamington, Jamaica and Leamington, New Zealand, 
in addition to Royal Leamington Spa’s town centre.


Finding Leamington is supported by Calling Leamington, a short-term exhibition in Art 
Box, the mini art gallery in a listed K6 red telephone box, which is located on Clarendon 
Avenue, at the edge of Christchurch Gardens. 




This page supplements the Art Box exhibition, which is part of CultureFest 2022, with 
further information and videos about our Leamington namesakes.


About Leamington, Ontario, Canada 

This community of nearly 30,000 people is a culturally rich mosaic, cherishing its ethnic 
and rural roots. Located along the north shore of Lake Erie in sunny southern Ontario, 
Leamington is the southernmost point of mainland Canada making it one of Ontario's top 
year-round, waterfront destinations. 


Located on the 42nd parallel, Leamington shares the same latitude as northern California, 
Rome and Zaragoza. The winters are mostly mild and the summers are long and lingering. 
Lakeside breezes moderate the weather year-round. 




The area attracts an impressive migration of 
birds and butterflies, drawing the attention of 
naturalists from around the world. The 
countryside is home to some of North 
American's most popular birding locations 
including Point Pelee National Park, Hillman 
Marsh, Kopegaron Woods and nearby Pelee 
Island. At the northern border of the Carolinian 
forest, over 700 plant species can be found 
locally. 


Home to some of the most fertile soils on the 
continent, Leamington has a long growing 
season. Everything from apples to zucchini 
can be found at the many fruit and vegetable 
stands that dot the roadsides. In fact, it’s been 
said that if it doesn’t grow in Leamington it 
can’t be grown in Canada! 


Leamington is also home to the largest 
concentration of greenhouses in North 
America with nearly 2000 acres “under cover.” 
This billion-dollar industry focuses mainly on 
growing tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, 
flowers and cannabis. Leamington also has a 
thriving commercial and manufacturing sector 
with land available for future growth and development. 


Leamington enjoys the “Best of Both Seasons”, long warm summers, dazzling winters 
and everything wonderful in between. 


Fun facts: 
• Leamington, Ontario is known as the “Tomato Capital of Canada”.

• Heinz established a tomato processing factory here in 1908.

• Both the tourist information and the town’s water tower are in the shape and colour of 

giant tomatoes.

• It has one of the largest annual migrations of monarch butterflies on their way to 

Mexico.

• The Leamington Fair, held in June, has run for over 170 years.

• Leamington, Ontario is also known as the  “Sun Parlour of Canada”.


Take a tour around Leamington, Ontario via Youtube:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1OMHyc4Gz4


About Leamington, Cambridge, New Zealand 
Leamington is a residential suburb of Cambridge in the Waipa District of Waikato region 
of North Island, New Zealand. It sits on the South bank of the Waikato River. Originally 
formed as an independent township in 1907, it was amalgamated into Cambridge in 
1958. 


The name Leamington was proposed by James Keeley, after his home town of Royal 
Leamington Spa, England. There was strong opposition from a group that wanted to 
confer a Maori name. Heated words and even blows were exchanged until the 
intervention of Sir James Carroll (a New Zealand politician of Irish and Maori descent), 
who rejected the suggested Maori names and it became Leamington. 


The two-storey, octagonal band 
rotunda at Leamington Domain, a 
public green space, is probably unique 
in New Zealand. It was built in 1910 on 
the Leamington Recreation Reserve to 
house a dressing room and tea room, 
with a space for the band to play on 
top. In 1983 there was fierce local 
opposition to plans to demolish the 
lower storey and site the band rotunda 
in central Cambridge. It was saved 
and renovated at the time, and then, in 
1992, it was moved to another 
position in the reserve as a way of 
preventing vandalism.


Cambridge and nearby Lake Karapiro are homes for national sports organisations such as 
cycling, rowing and triathlon, and for high performance centres for kayaking and 
canoeing.


Victoria Bridge, which links Leamington with Cambridge



The town is renowned for thoroughbred horse breeding, having produced many 
champions of racing and show jumping.


Fun facts: 
• Cambridge is known as the Town of Trees and Champions. 
• It’s also known as the equine capital of NZ. Several notable horses, bred in Cambridge, 

are commemorated in equine head mosaics on the local walk of fame. 

• Leamington Rugby Sports Club was founded in 1897.

• The Battles of the Bridges is an annual rugby and netball competition between the two 

local sports clubs - Leamington and Hautapu. The trophy is awarded to the winning 
team in the rugby match.


Take a tour around Leamington, New Zealand via Youtube:


About Leamington, Westmoreland, Jamaica 
Leamington is a small village in the East of the parish of Westmoreland, which is located 
on the south side of Jamaica in the far West of the island. Westmoreland is one of five 
parishes which make up Cornwall County, one of the three historic counties into which 
Jamaica is divided.


As a result of the 
fertile plains in this 
area, Westmoreland 
parish thrives on 
agriculture. The main 
crop is sugarcane, but 
bananas, coffee, 
ginger, cocoa, 
pimento, rice and 
breadfruit are also 
grown. Locally, 

The colourful Tony’s Fry Chicken is nearby Leamington

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0Cp0XNI718


pastoralism is practised - the rearing of cattle, horses and mules - as well as fishing. 
Tourism is very important to the island and Negril at the furthermost West of the parish is 
one of the main destinations.


Fun facts: 
•Negril is home to the world-famous 
Reggae Marathon and Alex Haley, 
author of “Roots” had a beach house 
here.

•Crocodiles live in the marshlands, 
known as the Great Morass


 

Take a tour around Westmoreland Parish, Jamaica via Youtube:


The Great Morass

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qivR0qG4niY

