
 
 
 

May 2022 

Chairman’s Notes 

After more than two years when all activity was 
restricted by Covid, it feels normal life is returning. 
Activities are starting in the parks, plans are being 
made for summer and there is much to look forward 
to. 

The Commonwealth Games and CultureFest, 
followed by Art in the Park, mean that Leamington 
will again be busy in summer, a welcome change from 
the silent town centre during the pandemic. All 
residents and businesses will by now have received 
the Get Set information pack and seen the extensive 
preparations already made. Victoria Park has 
benefitted from significant investment, intended not 
just to prepare for the Games but to encourage local 
sport and activities for all ages. 

The Society is offering a programme of informal walks to welcome visitors, most of whom will 
be new to the town. The What’s On pages of the CultureFest website will also list the daily 
programme of events, highlighting the local cultural scene and our beautiful venues and 
heritage buildings. 

Finally, we welcome our new committee members, Chris Davis, Paul Dickins and Bruno Eurich, 
with whom we look forward to working to further the interests of the town and its residents. 

Barbara Lynn 
 
 

 

AGM 2022 

Marianne Pitts, substituting for Barbara Lynn – isolating as a Covid precaution, welcomed 
about 40 members to our 2022 AGM, held at Dormer Conference Centre, on Thursday 19th 
May. Apologies were received; the minutes of the previous AGM accepted and signed. 

Autumn talks 
The first two talks will be 

Motionhouse  
Louise Richards 

Founder and Executive Director 
Thursday, 15 September, 19.30 
Dormer Place Conference Hall, 

CV32 4AA 
 

HMOs and studentification 
Professor Darren Smith, 

Loughborough University 
Thursday, 13 October, 19.30 

Dormer Place Conference Hall, 
CV32 4AA 
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The Chairman’s Report and Sub-Committee Reports, which had been circulated, were then 
presented. The Treasurer reported a continuing healthy financial position. The Reports were 
adopted; copies are available from the Chairman. 

Marianne warmly thanked the executive committee and sub-committees’ members for their 
support and hard work during the year, in particular for help with Zoom and other technology. 

Nominations for Leamington Society Executive Committee for 2022-23 
Officers: 
Chairman: Barbara Lynn. Vice-Chairmen: Bruno Eurich, Archie Pitts 
Hon. Secretary and Membership Secretary: Margaret Begg. Hon. Treasurer: Marianne Pitts 
Committee members: 
Ian Bradbury, Christopher Davis, Paul Dickins, Gary Jones. 

There being no other nominations, these were declared duly elected. 

Clive Engwell and Richard Ward are retiring from the committee after many years. Both were 
warmly thanked for all their work. 

It was proposed that Ian Salvin be re-appointed as Independent Examiner. A unanimous vote 
of thanks was carried for his meticulous work in examining the accounts for 2021-22. 

Richard and Keltie Ward are being honoured with Life Membership in recognition of Richard’s 
efforts watching over planning applications and the Society’s Awards scheme over many 
years. 

There was a break to enjoy delicious refreshments prepared by Ruth Bennion, with drinks 
catered for by Robin and Shirley Adams. 

After the break Christina Boxer spoke about the major preparations being made in readiness 
for the Commonwealth Games. This is reported below. 

 
 

 

Planning Enforcement concerns 

Members have raised concerns about the delays after reporting various potential planning 
infringements, varying from letting agent boards proliferating across town (effectively 
providing free advertising) and large advertisements festooned across listed buildings, to 
building conversions being let to unsuspecting tenants. 

 

Plethora of letting boards 
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Lest we forget, Planning is “A Good Thing”. It demonstrates confidence and investment in an 
area. However there can be a potential downside with a wide range of infringements – from 
building features harming residential 
amenity to landlords profiteering by 
knowingly circumventing planning 
rules. Leamington is particularly 
vulnerable with many listed buildings 
and a large conservation area which 
ironically attracts developers in the 
first place. 

Local Planning Authorities are given 
statutory powers, but they are not 
compelled to use them. 

WDC publishes its Enforcement Policy, Procedure and Priority list (see below for online links). 

The Leamington Society asked Chris Elliott, WDC chief executive, about the delays. The 
response from the Planning office was shocking, indicating a backlog of over 250 unallocated 
cases, and it was known that the Planning Enforcement Manager position was vacant. We 
have expressed our concerns as this may produce a pernicious culture of non-enforcement 
and have asked for the strategy to process the backlog. The clock is ticking – the time limits 
for action to be taken are either four or ten years, depending on the nature of the breach. 

It is not all bad news however. WDC Planning officers are progressing well with their ongoing 
HMO regularisation exercise which will help fill any planning permission gaps and add rigour 
to future HMO planning application decisions. 

We await a further response from WDC regarding the strategy to reduce the backlog, but 
there is welcome news of an Enforcement Manager joining WDC. 

Please also note that the Leamington Society can help advise any member with planning 
breach concerns. 

References 

Enforcement Policy or https://tinyurl.com/pe-policy 
Procedure or  https://tinyurl.com/pe-process 
Priority list or https://tinyurl.com/pe-priority 

Bruno Eurich 
 
 

 

Important – and too difficult – for the political class to resolve 

The Longbridge motorway junction was an inauspicious place to announce an engagement. 
But, after a trial run – people in various departments cohabiting – it was there at midwinter 
2021 that Stratford and Warwick District Councils read the banns. 

Five councillors smiled at the camera, ‘social distancing’ preventing any show of actual 
affection. The sign above them shows, portentously, that, from this no-man’s-land, Stratford 

https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/2039/enforcement_policy
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/2039/enforcement_policy
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20395/report_a_potential_breach_of_planning_control/838/planning_breach_investigations
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20395/report_a_potential_breach_of_planning_control/838/planning_breach_investigations
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20395/planning_control_breaches_and_enforcement/846/enforcement_case_priorities
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20395/planning_control_breaches_and_enforcement/846/enforcement_case_priorities
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and Warwick lie in opposite directions and 
Leamington on another compass point; 
Kenilworth is unmentioned. 

Ominously, too, the Minister whose blessing 
they sought, Monsignor Gove, wants to make 
local government more effective by abolishing 
a tier of overlap and conflict and establishing 
unitary authorities. The betrothed explained 
that sharing their resources and abilities 
would help them to cope with the pressures of 
life in the second decade of ‘austerity’. For a start, they would be able to sell one home and 
move in together: Warwick District Council has for ages been trying and failing to get out of 
its faded 1990s dream office in Leamington. 

Both the lovers were 47 years old, and stuck in their ways. People who knew them well, some 
275,000 inhabitants of their combined domains, wondered what they saw in each other. 
Some tut-tutted that both were on the rebound, turning their backs on the entreaties of 
shared interests, efficiency, and political control offered, if not in a union of love at least in a 
unitary authority of convenience, by their mutual friend Warwickshire County Council. Others 
looked at the physical, and wondered how the two District Councils, recognising that each 
was overweight, could together slim 90 jobs, when this couldn’t be done separately. Where 
are the underemployed 90 now? Below the horizon, there were dark clouds of financial 
incompatibility – one hadn’t yet told the other about its debt. 

Precisely four months later, the two leaders admitted, ‘There is a significant difference 
between the approaches and ambitions of the two councils that have proved to be 
irreconcilable’. Many of us, we admit, felt Schadenfreude. 

Any good organisation is built around a focus on its ‘market’. This is not to express everything 
in commercial terms, but to recognise that a local authority exists to meet the shared needs 
of its populace. This objective has been lost in decades of minor politicos using them instead 
for party political ends; of local political groupings providing weak, inconsistent leadership; 
and of much that should be local being controlled by central government. The right answer 
isn’t difficult: 

• truly local councils, for parishes or groups of them, and town councils in urban areas, 
should have more control over truly local matters; 

• the County Council and all the District Councils (with which it jostles either to control our 
affairs or to attribute everything difficult to the other ‘tier’) should be abolished; 

• and two new unitary authorities – the North Warwickshire Council and the South 
Warwickshire Council – should deal with strategic matters. 

That matches government policy. The two halves of the county, with Coventry in the middle, 
are three very different economic and social entities. Their governance should reflect this; 
and the division of responsibility between the County and District councils for policies that 
should be closely linked – most obviously, planning and transport – should end. Excessive 
central government interference in local matters could begin to be put right if our own 
authorities were competent. 



5  

Those who hold power in the present councils are clearly not the right people alone to lead 
change. How can we help them to establish the principle of local government of the people, 
by the people, for the people? We might all fall in love with that. 

James Mackay 
 
 
 

WDC comment on the aborted merger 

https://tinyurl.com/wdc-letter 

A Freedom of Information request revealed the cost of the failed merger was £320,000, 
shared equally between WDC and SDC. 

 
 

 
Court Street fiasco. All’s well that ends well, or perhaps not? 

In July 2020 outline planning consent was granted (W/19/0531) for the building of two blocks 
of flats on Court Street in south Leamington on condition the development includes 40% 
affordable housing units and a S106 payment of c£461,000 for local service improvements, 
all as required by the adopted Local Plan for that 
area. The spaces are currently occupied by 
Action 21 recycling/re-use charity with a car 
wash and a flooring outlet on the opposite side. 

Failing agreement on this condition being 
reached by September 2020, the Head of 
Development Services was authorised to refuse 
the application. The applicant defaulted on the 
requirements, but the Council allowed matters 
to run until 4 May this year. Then the Planning 
Committee agreed to allow this major project to 
proceed with all affordable housing dropped, 
and   the   financial   contributions   reduced  by 
£379,000 to £82,000. 

Procedural failures meant interested parties were unaware this case was due for 
consideration and therefore were unable to engage with the decision-making, and Members 
of the Planning Committee had not received the necessary documentation in a timely fashion. 
Cllrs Quinney and Davison argued that officers' handling of the applicant's viability 
assessment had not complied with national and local guidelines. They proposed a motion to 
defer the decision to allow time for a more considered response, but it was lost on the Chair's 
casting vote. Without any discussion of the substantive issues, Members then agreed by a 
clear majority to accept the planning officer's recommendation that the application should 
go ahead. 

https://tinyurl.com/wdc-letter
https://planningdocuments.warwickdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=_WARWI_DCAPR_83547
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Observers of the meeting were appalled at what had happened and the unseemly haste with 
which this decision was taken. They, and other residents across town, were particularly 
outraged at the loss of all the affordable housing and of £379,000 of S106 contributions. 

The ensuing outcry resulted in the two Cllrs challenging the outcome, letters from residents 
went into the Courier and MP Matt Western asked a question in the House of Commons. 
Three weeks later the Courier reported the Council 'has decided not to sell the land, which it 
owns, to the developer' and the proposal is now toast! 

This is very good news, but questions remain as to how all this came about, and close scrutiny 
of the documentation has revealed many troubling issues. 

• Was the applicant behaving in good faith when he failed to factor into his calculations a 
fixed payment of c£872,000? 

• Why did his plans for 80 flats only include 27 large enough to be affordable housing 
instead of the required 32? 

• Why did the Head of Development not intervene in September 2020? 
• Did the Council's handling of the applicant's viability assessment comply with national 

and local guidelines? 
• Have officers and Cllrs on the Planning Committee had training to deal with such 

assessments? 
• Could the commissioned expert assessor have been required to report on it more 

speedily? 
• Was the Council's delay in bringing the case to the Committee a factor in the Chair 

warning that a deferral of the decision on 4 May could cause them to be accused of 
acting unreasonably? 

• And perhaps most interestingly could – indeed should – the Council as the Local 
Planning Authority have determined much earlier the Council's position as the owner of 
the land? 

Maybe not, given our dysfunctional planning system, but we'd like to know more in order to 
understand better for the future. 

Bruno Eurich and Archie Pitts 
 
 

 
Proposed footbridge between the Pump Room Gardens and the Creative Quarter. 

The Council’s Chief Executive has requested authority to spend £50,000 on a feasibility study 
into the construction of a footbridge between the Pump Room Gardens and the Creative 
Quarter in Spencer Yard. This bridge would be located behind the Royal Pump Rooms, 
between the existing pedestrian York Bridge and the road bridge on The Parade. 

The bridge would provide another pedestrian access to Spencer Yard in addition to the single 
existing access from Spencer Street. 

The Chief Executive reported that the bridge construction could cost some £2,000,000. 

Low key feasibility study could be carried out for considerably less money but would inevitably 
lead to further studies, probably significantly increasing the overall cost and considerably 
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extending the timescale, and therefore a single 
full detailed study would ensure either that the 
provision of a bridge at this location would be 
viable and practical, or not. 

It is intended to employ an appropriate 
consultant to undertake the study, 
incorporating varied consultations with all 
involved bodies and producing outline design, 
and that the Leamington Society would be involved throughout. 

The difference in ground level between the two sides of the river means that extensive ramps 
up to the bridge may be required to comply with the Disability Discrimination Act. These 
could extend to 40m, perhaps 50m or more in length making a possible substantial 
encroachment into the Pump Room Gardens. The construction of a bridge at this location 
would be restricted, increasing the cost and construction period for the works. The site 
compound would need to be located over the eastern end of the gardens, closest to the Pump 
Rooms, taking up a large part of this grassed area for several months. The new bridge will be 
clearly visible from the Parade, from the gardens and from York bridge and would therefore 
need to be carefully designed to fit visually into the conservation area and not be intrusive. 
The safety of users must be a major consideration, given the “remote” location away from 
the view of passing vehicles and pedestrians. 

If the study money is approved, this will not mean that the bridge construction will go ahead, 
as the study may show the bridge not to be viable. If the study finds that construction of a 
new bridge is viable, then the full construction cost will need to be approved before the 
project can proceed. 

Ian Bradbury 
 

 

Jonathan Nicholls 

It doesn’t seem possible that Jonathan isn’t around. 

Few people leave a mark on a place in such a short time, but he did. Whilst he was well known 
and celebrated nationally in the sphere of Higher 
Education, few people in Leamington would have known 
him before 2016, when he moved back after serving as 
Registrar at the University of Cambridge. My wife Rebecca 
knew Sue and Jonathan from their previous time in 
Warwick and introduced us. 

The first time we met was at a coffee shop in Leamington 
and I was overwhelmed by their energy and enthusiasm to 
get involved locally. They had cycled to that meeting in the 
centre of town and left their bikes across the road even 
though there was nowhere to park or secure them. We had a couple of coffees and talked 
widely on national and local politics. 
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It was clear that both Jonathan and Sue brought not only dynamism but also great expertise 
and a rare capability. Elected in 2019, Jonathan quickly established himself at Warwick District 
Council as a shrewd operator with exceptional judgement. His organisational and operational 
experience would prove invaluable and he was quickly recruited to scrutinise Finance and 
Audit. 

In any conversation that I and others had with Jonathan, it was quite clear that he worked at 
different speeds with different people. He would slip through the gears, moving effortlessly 
between subjects and among people. In another life he could easily have been the Head of 
the Civil Service, Cabinet Secretary or a senior diplomat. So his involvement as a ward 
councillor was of huge benefit to the wider community. 

He adapted easily to politics and was generous with his time. Many a door I canvassed would 
result in the resident exclaiming that Jonathan Nicholls had resolved the issue or that they’d 
received a reassuring email. And it would be so as he was diligent and committed. 

As a Clarendon Ward councillor Jonathan helped the Friends of the Pump Room Gardens to 
restore these gardens and later encouraged the Friends of Christchurch Gardens in their 
efforts to ensure the best possible outcome for the tennis and basketball courts. The 
Leamington Society benefited hugely from his involvement. 

I spoke to him two days before he died. He was ‘across’ everything: he knew the detail, the 
options and the likely outcome on every topic we discussed. I am sure that Warwick District 
Council benefited greatly from his analysis, his speed in reaching a conclusion and that, more 
often than not, he would be right. 

Latterly, I was working on Higher Education policy with him and his insight and thinking were 
brilliant. His interests were diverse and his knowledge considerable. He had recently started 
a PhD on Dickens and his little-understood relationship with Australia. 

In my role I am privileged to meet many people and one of the things that strikes me is that 
we live in the company of some remarkably talented individuals. But Jonathan was 
outstanding. His passing is a great loss to Leamington, the District, and to the UK’s Higher 
Education sector. 

Matt Western, MP 
 
 

 
Christchurch Gardens courts 

In 2018 Warwick District Council proposed turning the courts at Christchurch Gardens into a 
car park, to help reduce the shortfall in spaces that would result from the demolition of 
Covent Garden car park. The local protest to this suggestion was so strong that it was quickly 
withdrawn, but it resulted in the re-invigoration of the Friends of Christchurch Gardens, which 
works to protect, maintain and improve the space. 

Although the local community was strongly opposed to the courts being turned into a car 
park, they were in a poor condition. Tree roots had damaged the tarmac to such an extent 
that one of the courts had to be fenced off for safety. Elsewhere the surface was slippery due 
to moss and decomposed leaves. The root damage added significantly to the cost of re- 
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surfacing the court and threatened the planned improvement works. The Friends worked 
hard to persuade WDC to re-surface the courts and following a delay to the original scheduled 
works, the re-surfacing began in April 2021 with the new surface completed in May 2021. 
Unfortunately, all four courts were painted for 
tennis, even though one was supposed to be 
designated for basketball. Further lobbying by 
the Friends group resulted in the court being 
re-painted in September 2021. 

At that point the courts continued to be free 
to use on a ‘show up and play‘ basis and was a 
busy community space with a wide range of 
people making use of the surface for more 
than just tennis and basketball (other uses 
include roller blading and unicycling!) 

Regrettably the recent WDC Outdoor Sport 
Review (with stated aims of increasing participation and reducing ongoing costs) has resulted 
in a new booking system being introduced with a code required to access the courts. Plans 
also include the introduction of private operators at all four public tennis courts in the WDC 
area with resultant charges being levied. The Friends are continuing to campaign against: 

• the requirement to book a court, which is particularly problematic for those wanting to 
play basketball – a largely informally game played at one end of the court; 

• the locking of the gates; 
• the introduction of fees. 

The Friends group has provided evidence to WDC, using both its own survey of court usage 
and WDC’s own consultation data, that requiring booking and charging will reduce 
participation. The Group has also proposed that sponsorship might be sought, a task it would 
be happy to carry out, but this has not received WDC support. 

Discussions continue with WDC Officers and Counsellors to achieve a positive outcome for 
local residents. 

To keep up-to-date with the work of the Friends see our Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofChristchurchGardens 

Alison Chantrey, Friends of Christchurch Gardens 
 
 

 
Leamington Station 

In 2020 the rail franchise system was discontinued across the UK. Chiltern Railways has now 
been appointed to continue to operate the line, for which it had been responsible since 1997, 
until December 2027 under a new contract. This is welcome news to the Friends of 
Leamington Station who will aim to maintain the gardens to the same standard as before. 

The refreshment room on Platform 2 has been empty since Pumpkin, the previous tenants, 
left some months ago. A new lease has been agreed with the business Centenary Lounge, 

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofChristchurchGardens
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which operates similar facilities at Moor Street and Snow Hill stations and another near 
Foregate Street station in Worcester. Centenary Lounge cafés score well on TripAdvisor. It 
also has a reputation for respecting the heritage of 
the spaces it occupies. This augurs well for 
Leamington station. 

The makeover of the station forecourt continues, 
now with a target finishing date of the end of June. 
There will be increased space for pedestrians 
entering and leaving the station to avoid the 
previous congestion in busy times, as well as new 
paving. The plans include thorough cleaning of the 
subway from Sayer Close to the station entrance 
with new decorative panels. 

The railings will not be restored at this stage, to the regret of many; we live in hope it may 
happen later. 

 
 

 
Foundry Wood wins award from Severn Trent 

Leamington community woodland Foundry Wood is celebrating being awarded £5000 from 
Severn Trent’s Community Fund, to restore the woodland’s pond and its surrounding habitat. 

This Fund supports local projects, charities and community groups in the Severn Trent region. 
The Foundry Wood project was one of ten shortlisted to go to a public vote. 

Kristie Naimo, Chair of the Friends of Foundry Wood and Project Manager at ARC said 
“Following the recent public vote, Severn Trent awarded us a grant of £5000. We’d like to 
thank everyone who supported us.” 

Kristie continues “The pond, installed in 2012, dried 
up a few summers ago. The funding will allow us to 
strip it out, put in a new lining and re-establish the 
habitat around it. To minimise disruption to wildlife, 
we’ll be doing the work in the autumn with local 
volunteers. As well as providing a restored habitat, 
when the project is completed, the pond will be a 
resource for nature monitoring, and educational 
activities.” 

Update on other Foundry Wood related news – Network Rail sidings 

The Leamington Society with many others gave generously to help Foundry Wood raise the 
funds for the legal fees to facilitate access to the piece of land adjacent to the existing 
woodland. The lease was signed in April 2022! The Friends are now waiting for the fencing 
company to put in the new fence along the Leamington to Birmingham Snow Hill line before 
there can be safe access to the land. 
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The area is similar in size to the existing woodland (but long and narrow, rather than 
triangular).  There is much work to do assessing the existing vegetation and habitat, deciding 
where to plant and put in pathways.  Look out for future updates in the newsletter or please 
visit our website to find out more or get involved: Foundry Wood | An Urban Community 
Woodland 

Kristie Naimo, Director, Achieving Results in Communities (ARC CIC) www.arccic.co.uk 
 
 
 

The Hitchman Fountain 

There is good news from WDC about the Hitchman Memorial fountain in Jephson Gardens, 
after being out of action last year. 

Significant repairs have been undertaken by their contractors with new waterproof lights 
installed, other equipment moved to satisfy 
safety regulations, plus a new pump. 

Our thanks to the Green Spaces team for 
maintaining this historic asset. 

The fountain was designed by John Cundall and 
built in 1869 in memory of Dr John Hitchman, a 
medical pioneer and philanthropist. It is Grade 
II listed and the fountain is generally in 
operation from Good Friday to Remembrance 
Sunday. 

Bruno Eurich 
 
 

 
Everything you’ve always wanted to know about HMOs 

The Leamington Society’s March online event afforded members and guests a deep dive into 
the complex and sometimes confusing world of HMOs (Houses of Multiple Occupation), 
courtesy of WDC Student Housing Enforcement Officer, Rebecca Frazer and Planning 
Enforcement Officer, Kalvarn Birk. 

The regulations, both local and national, although extensive, seemed on reflection to be 
weighted in favour of landlords and their tenants. Permanent residents have little agency 
and few powers in comparison. 

We learned how simple the self-certification form is, and how few the requirements are, to 
become an HMO landlord. And whilst five-year licenses are easy to obtain and cost on 
average a mere £1,100, we also learned how they are rarely, if ever, revoked or refused. Only 
larger HMOs – those occupied by five or more people in more than one household – require 
a license to operate and there are nearly 1000 of these in the town, whose registration, 
regulation and enforcement is currently overseen by a team of only four officers. No wonder 
then, that keeping abreast of the paperwork, let alone the infringements, is so challenging. 

http://www.arccic.co.uk/
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License conditions were tightened in 2018 to include more stringent conditions around anti- 
social behaviour (ASB), storage of refuse and space standards, but these did not apply to 
licenses already in force, and alignment is unlikely before 2024. In the meantime, it seems 

that enforcement largely depends on us: “Local 
residents are our eyes and ears on the ground, 
we need them to report the issues that are 
affecting them so we can try and make a 
difference. The District is vast, time and 
resources are finite, it isn’t feasible to have 
officers patrolling the streets and also pursuing 
cases.” 

Whilst complaints about night noise and fly- 
tipping are on the increase, it seems that there 
are few penalties available and, as Rebecca and 
Kalvarn say, “the legislation or regulations may 

not always allow us to intervene in the way residents would like us to.” 

South-town born Kalvarn reminisced about the Shrubland 
Street of twenty years ago, in which he was raised – a 
community of young families living in relatively affordable 
housing. Now, not only are there no children’s voices to be 
heard, there are virtually no permanent residents remaining in 
a neighbourhood totally dominated by HMOs. The area even 
features in the University’s own marketing material of our 
‘trendy spa town’. 

It remains to be seen how Warwick District Council plans to 
tackle a growing problem, which is hollowing out the town’s 
housing stock and creating a demographic imbalance in our 
community as well as impacting negatively on residents’ 
quality of life and lived experience. 

Gillian Holden and Carrie Terry 
 
 
 

Robin Cathcart on COP 26, Climate Change and Local policies 

Robin’s engineering background along with his recent research enabled him to demonstrate 
quite dramatically just how urgent the climate change situation is. COP 26 was supposed to 
agree targets to enable us to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees but has left us on course for 
2.4 by 2030. The aim is to be net zero by 2050 but progress along this path is just not 
happening. We will not meet our 2030 goals of no new oil, gas and coal plants, 60% electric 
cars and 10 times the current quantity of wind and solar installations. 

The key areas for action should be energy production, accounting for 73% of emissions, and 
agriculture, forestry and land use, accounting for 18% of emissions. Energy should be 
produced using wind and solar with an element of nuclear power, preferably micro 
installations. These changes would prove expensive and require insulation of all our homes 
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to a very high standard, but the good news is that it should provide 30 million new skilled 
well-paid jobs. 

Agriculture needs to change substantially with more plant diversity, soil improvement, 
woodland, protected water sources, fewer cattle and organic rather than chemical fertilizer. 
The aim should be to enable land to act as a carbon dioxide sink. Interestingly Robin pointed 
out that Norway had used its fiords to provide heat pumps for local homes, and the Avon had 
enough flow to serve the same purpose. This was to demonstrate the diversity of energy 
sources available in the UK. The problem is that politicians are reluctant to embrace such 
radical change and are nervous about the actions required to achieve it. 

Local authorities have recently been assessed for their progress in reducing emissions and 
mitigating the problems caused by climate change. The County Council scored low at 25% 
compared to the average of 40% whereas the District had managed 53% against an average 
of 43%. The scope for improvement is enormous, but local councils find it hard to get support 
from central government, when the responsibilities for climate change action are spread 
between several departments leading to general confusion. 

Finally Robin turned to the action we as individuals can take. He recommends eating less meat 
and buying local food, minimising car use by walking, cycling using buses and trains, taking 
the train instead of the plane, choosing organic food and lobbying the council for more action 
locally. 

Margaret Begg 
 
 
 

CultureFest by Johnathan Branson 

Johnathan Branson, of Warwick District Council, talked to our members in March about the 
forthcoming CultureFest, which will accompany the Commonwealth Games. 

Events will take place between 6th July and 21st August, in the four towns which make up 
Warwick District, making use of their wonderful arts and heritage venues and drawing 
attention to their creative talent. Community groups have been asked to put forward 
interesting ideas to the organisers. These can be very varied – anything from a musical 
performance or a festival to a guided walk. All proposals must be relevant to the three main 
themes, including Our Place in the Commonwealth and Stories of Warwick District, and appeal 
to specified target audiences. Those groups selected will be supported by help and their 
programme will be advertised on the CultureFest website. 

Johnathan emphasised that CultureFest is for everyone and encouraged us to consider what 
we could contribute to this once-in-a-lifetime event. He finally told us about the forthcoming 
Colour Palette, another interesting Leamington development intended to brighten up the 
station underpass. 

Barbara Lynn 
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Christina Boxer 

After a break for refreshments at the Society’s AGM in May, Christina Boxer gave us a lively 
résumé of her four-year appointment as the Commonwealth Games Programme Manager for 
Warwick District Council. Altogether she had been involved in seven Commonwealth Games, 
competing in three of them as a successful athlete, winning 
both silver and gold medals at 1500m. 

Christina’s main task for WDC has been to improve the level of 
local facilities, while bringing in lots of visitors as part of the 
regeneration following Covid. She confirmed that in her 
experience the atmosphere at Commonwealth Games is 
different from that at the Olympics and more friendly. For 
example, the Commonwealth integrates para sports by running 
a number of para events alongside the main schedule. This 
includes a remarkable amputee, one legged competitor at 
bowls. 

Locally, two events would be a big draw. The cycling road races 
will follow a circuit around Warwick, starting and finishing in 
Myton Road, opposite Myton School. These will be on Sunday 
7th August, women’s race in the morning and men’s in the afternoon. 

The bowls competitions will be in Victoria Park, staring on Friday 29th July and continuing 
until Saturday 6th August, with morning and afternoon sessions. It’s anticipated there will be 
upwards of 4000 visitors daily. Twice a day, the Leamington Society will be running tours, 
guiding visitors from Victoria Park to various sights in the centre of the town. The events will 
be televised to billions of Commonwealth citizens all over the world, by drones showing the 
beauty of our district. 

Christina remarked that she had never previously worked in the public sector, that it had been 
very hard work, to keep up to schedule at a time of Covid. Among the facilities, she mentioned 
that Christchurch Gardens tennis courts resurfacing was funded because of the disruption to 
the Victoria Park courts, which in turn would be refurbished after the Games. For those with 
tickets to the Birmingham events there will be free public transport to the venues, while 
driving and parking will be limited. 

Richard Ashworth 
 
 
 

Jo Clark 1933-2022 

Jo was a long-standing and valuable member of the Leamington Society and played a leading 
role in the rescue after the Regent Hotel row at the turn of this century. Since then he has 
distributed many newsletters around the town centre and only recently stopped. He played 
an even bigger role in the Leamington History Group (LHG) and led their Town Guided Walks, 
with wit and gusto. His favourite ‘patch’ was what is often called Old Town – the area where 
the Spa originated. 
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The Leamington Society is a registered charity. It is a member of the West Midlands 
Amenity Societies Association and the National Organisation of Residents’ Associations. It 
exists to preserve the heritage and improve the character of Royal Leamington Spa and to 
encourage high standards of planning and architecture. 
Charity No. 516078 

He represented LHG on the Blue Plaques Committee, and was keen to promote more Special 
Interest Plaques, on buildings such as the Regent Hotel, the Spa Centre, and so on. The 
Regent: everything is in place, save a response from the current owners. Jo was also the LHG 
archivist and took great pleasure in sorting out the assortment of newspapers, research 
documents and books, formerly stored and accessible in South Lodge. 

We were proud to elect him an Honorary Life Member of the Leamington Society and he was 
also one of only three LHG Life members – both showing a small recognition of his important 
contributions to our town over a long membership. He is very much missed. 

Margaret Rushton 
 
 
 

New members 

We are pleased to welcome to the society: 

Jo Meakin Robin and Alison Cathcart 
Geraldine Cullinan Louise Wood 
Gethin Williams Chris and Angela Roberts-Smith 
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