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November 2021
Chairman’s Notes

These will be my last notes as Chairman of the
Society. The Council is about to make some
important decisions in the near future and | am
aware that my dual roles of Chairman and of being a
District Councillor are likely to lead to a conflict of
interest. As | have no wish to embarrass the Society
I am resigning as Chairman and from the Committee

with effect from the end of November.

| leave the Society in good shape, with a rising
membership, healthy finances and a capable
committee, which Archie Pitts has re-joined. lan
Bradbury will be taking over as Acting Chairman until

the AGM.

Very sadly for the Society, Carole Sleight has also
decided to step down at the end of December
because of her work commitments as Arts Officer at

the District Council. We are immensely grateful to

Events and Talks

Virtual reality, the last medium?
Alex Harvey, co-founder and
creative director, at RiVR
Thursday 18th November, 7.30pm

Dormer Place, CV32 5AA
There will be a charge of £2
also on Zoom
email sidney.syson@gmail.com

Christmas Party
with drinks and mince pies
Thursday 9th December,

4 -6pm at Whittle’s Restaurant
Audley Binswood,
Binswood Avenue CV32 5SE
Tickets £12 from
Marianne.Pitts@gmail.com

Sustainable Energy and Life in
Refugee Camps
Dr Sarah Rosenberg-Jansen
Thursday 13th January2022
on Zoom

her not only for all she has done as our Programme Secretary, but also for the

enthusiasm and vision she has brough to our committee meetings, and not least for

her part in organising such a successful Awards evening at the beginning of this month.

Thank you Carole; you will be hard act to follow.

| hope this newsletter encourages you to take a new look round Leamington. Firstly,

and most importantly, it celebrates the Leamington Society Awards. It also features


http://www.leamingtonsociety.org/
mailto:sidney.syson@gmail.com
mailto:Marianne.Pitts@gmail.com

Foundry Wood, and the exciting prospect of its enlargement, for which it requires
funds. Do please support this if you possibly can; the Society has donated £500. One
of our members writes of his experience on the local People’s Inquiry on Climate
Change, and there is a vision for a waterwheel by the suspension bridge over the Leam,
and news of the All Saints’ churchyard regeneration, street trees, an autumn tree

video, and last but by no means least an insight into Just Inspire at the Glasshouse.
Thank you all for your support during my time as Chairman.

Sidney Syson

Forthcoming talks and events: For venues, dates and times see the front page.

Christmas Party

The Society is celebrating with mulled wine, Christmas nibbles — homemade mince
pies, stollen bits and other sweet treats, as well as tea or coffee. Charge £12 per
person. Payment in advance, by December 2nd, by cheque payable to the Leamington
Society sent to Marianne Pitts (email address below), or by BACS, details
from Marianne.Pitts@gmail.com There will also be a short talk by Jo Meakin from
Audley about the historic Grade II* Binswood buildings and an opportunity to see some

of the public area of the complex.
Sustainable Energy and Life in Refugee Camps Dr Sarah Rosenberg-Jansen

Learning about life in refugee camps might sound like a very depressing activity for the
start of 2022! But as this talk will highlight, there is much to be hopeful about.

During this talk, Dr Sarah Rosenberg-Jansen from the University of Oxford, will present
examples of new energy technologies in countries like Jordan, Bangladesh, Kenya, and

Rwanda, to show how important access to sustainable energy is for refugees

Renewable energy technologies are being deployed within refugee camps bringing
light, electricity and clean cooking to millions of people. With new investments in
renewable and flexible energy technologies, refugees can start to build a new life and
realise opportunities to have fulfilling social and economic lives.



mailto:Marianne.Pitts@gmail.com

The Leamington Society Awards evening 4" November 2021

The Loamington Saciety
AWARDS 2021

The society is very grateful to BID Leamington for sponsoring our

sparkling Awards evening at All Saints’. 16 winners were presented b

(7o)
BID LEAMINGTON

with certificates and we celebrated the diversity of architecture, art and \—f@-j
landscape, created over the last 3 years, which has enhanced our town R

The first group of awards were for Architecture

COVENTRY BUILDING SG2IETY ‘COVENTRY BUILDING SOCIETY.

Restoration of 43/43a

Clarendon Square

Reconstruction of Henley House, Affordable housing,

Audley Binswood, Kenilworth Road. Regent’s Green Cloister Way.



The new Lillington Free Church, Cubbington Road

The second group were for Art, landscape and Outdoor Spaces

Refurbishment of the tennis and basketball courts The Beach Huts at the rear
Christchurch Gardens of Red Hot Mamma’s Pizzeria

Reconstruction of the riverside wall The Secret Garden, Brunswick Hub
and gardens, 19-21 Priory Terrace Shrubland Street
This also won the Bill Gibbons Cup.

Before and after Memorial Mural for

Garden Refurbishment, 1 The Maltings, Lillington Aevnue Mota Singh
Sydni Centre, Sydenham



The last award was for the many aspects of the reconstruction of the Pump Room

Gardens and Bandstand.

All photographs of the awards are by Martin Paxton; thank you
Martin.
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As well as being grateful for the generous support of BID = TEAMINGG}ON

Leamington, the Society would like to thank Kelly lles, of

Enchanted, for her wonderful food, and Lawrence lles for
photography on the evening, Simon Ballard, our pianist, David Clargo for design and
support, Martin Paxton for his photography and presentation, Pete Smith for technical
assistance, the Reverend Christopher Wilson and Charles Craft of All Saints’ for their

support, Aubrey Allen for their donation of a cheese platter, and all ourvolunteers.

Last but not least a thank you to our judges, seen here
on judging day: Sidney Syson, Richard Ward, Zoe
Herbert, Conservation Officer, Mendip District Council,
Cllr Susan Rasmussen, the Mayor of Royal Leamington

Spa, and the chairman of judges Alan Mayes, former

Conservation Officer of Warwick District Council.

This will be the last time Richard Ward will be organising the Awards; thank you Richard
for helping make it so special this year, and all your work in years past.

Sidney Syson




Help grow Foundry Wood for the future

Leamington’s best-known community woodland, Foundry Wood, is on the brink of an
exciting new future. Negotiations with Network Rail to lease disused railways sidings
to the south of the wood to the community are progressing well - but we need your

help to make it happen!

Since establishing the
community woodland here at
Foundry Wood we have
always had an aspiration to
extend the woodland area to
conserve and protect it for
future generations. With this

campaign we are one step
closer to making that a reality. The Railway Sidings 2020

We are appealing to the local community and supporters to help us raise funds to

secure the lease for this land. Any contribution would be much appreciated!

Currently the area mainly comprises self seeded silver birch trees and buddleia growing
on the track beds of the former railway sidings. Once the lease is finalised, we will
ensure the area is secure and safely accessible before opening it up to the public. Our

aim is to conserve this much valued green space for local wildlife and heritage interest.

Donations to the appeal can be made at

https://localgiving.org/appeal/GrowFoundryWood/

Kristie Naimo, Chair of the Friends of Foundry Wood

The People’s Inquiry on Climate Change

One week in the summer of 2020, 5,000 local residents received letters in their post
from the District Council inviting them to take part in the people’s Inquiry on Climate
Change. 500 of them responded, and approximately 12 months ago 30 of those were
invited to take part. These 30 people, myself included, were selected to reflect the
Warwick District population in terms of age, gender, ethnicity, disability as well as our

attitudes to climate change.


https://localgiving.org/appeal/GrowFoundryWood/

We were to dedicate several
hours a week throughout the
winter to meet an array of
experts - academics, politicians,
business people, and charity
leaders - to ultimately answer

the question 'What do we need

to do in Warwick District to help e 7
address climate change?’ photo courtesy of Warwick District Council

Not quite 300 Spartans, we worked hard to ensure we understood what the present
situation was like and what we could practically do on the local level to address the
climate emergency. By ‘we’ | mean all of us individually as well as the Council,

businesses, various organisations and community groups.

As the group was representing people with divergent views on climate change and the
urgency of action, we worked hard to seek a compromise and find ways to embrace
the differences in lifestyles, incomes, and health statuses of our neighbours and
friends, yet to move to a more sustainable and healthier living for us all here in Warwick
District.

After three months of consultations, research, and discussions, we came up with the
list of recommendations, which is now available on the website below. These are
grouped as ‘Transport’ (including active travel), ‘Housing’, ‘Communications and
Education’, ‘Waste Management/Recycling’, and ‘Finance and Others’. Alongside the

recommendations, you can watch some of the expert talks we attended.
The Inquiry and its recommendations:

https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20468/sustainability and climate change/1636

/warwick district people s climate change inquiry/2

The link to the video-recording of the launch event:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5rcSkedVKs&list=PL2gPmqVtLF82QRol2kfoZwV

gllptNbdv1&index=10

Ignaty Dyakov-Richmond



https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20468/sustainability_and_climate_change/1636/warwick_district_people_s_climate_change_inquiry/2
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20468/sustainability_and_climate_change/1636/warwick_district_people_s_climate_change_inquiry/2
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20468/sustainability_and_climate_change/1636/warwick_district_people_s_climate_change_inquiry/2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5rcSkedVKs&list=PL2gPmqVtLF82QRol2kfoZwVglIptNbdv1&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5rcSkedVKs&list=PL2gPmqVtLF82QRol2kfoZwVglIptNbdv1&index=10

Generating education and energy at the Mill Bridge in Jephson Gardens

Jephson Gardens, on the north bank of the River Leam in Leamington Spa has a long
reputation for its beautiful layout and historic features. At the centre of the gardens,
adjacent to the Temperate House the Mill Bridge joins the two sides of the river and
spans a weir constructed in 1905 and endowed with a pump system for water transfer
to enhance the health and well-being of the citizens.

This pump, working out of sight in the
stone abutment, continued in use until its
final seizure in 1976 from when the water
has since cascaded, flowed and tumbled
unencumbered by the opportunity or
obligation to share some of its power for
use by the people.

photo courtesy of Adrian Gains

An assessment in 2000 identified a mechanism for repairing the pump and a more
modern method of releasing some of that energy and a successful Heritage Lottery bid
provided a £50K fund. A replacement for the pump has not been installed to date and

a 2009 feasibility study produced different recommendations.

My attendance at the Action 21 energy group in 2008 kindled my interest in harnessing
the power of the river Leam and has persisted since then. My subsequent approach
has been on combining some of the findings of the two earlier reports and
incorporating new developments in rotary motion, power generation and battery

storage and this has now produced a stainless steel waterwheel option.

There is the hope that with positive support for the launch of a community benefit
society and confirmation of the offer of funds from a principal funder that a new
educational and energetic power generation technology can be installed in time for

the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June 2022.

Derrick Knight. MIM, C. Eng




All Saints’ Churchyard Regeneration

The churchyard lies to the east and south of the
church. In 1940 a bomb fell on it destroying many
tombs and scattering the contents. The area is now
a green space, lacking in purpose, and simply used
as a through route.

There are plans to change this: to build a labyrinth

and to landscape the area around it with native

trees, shrubs and flowers.
Janet Alty writes:

| was Chair of Regenesis when Christopher Wilson first took over at All Saints. He
invited all the local “Dignatories” to attend a service. When we shook hands at the
end, he mentioned that he hoped to establish a labyrinth on the green on the South
side of the Church.

It was in times past a burial ground, but long since out of use and therefore just a sad
bit of land with no purpose. | said that he should “Count me in”. When | heard that
there were meetings to look at the project | joined. | have been useful as a ClIr with

contacts in WDC, and am very enthusiastic about the project.

Labyrinths are found in many Christian churches, notably in Chartres Cathedral.
Clearly they are not of Christian origin but are very helpful in many respects in aiding
quiet contemplation and mindfulness.

Our Labyrinth has gained Planning Permission and we are now at the stage of seeking
funding.

Janet Alty

Street tree planting in Royal Leamington Spa

Our area is benefitting from its turn in the regular 4 year tree replacement cycle this
season. This follows an update to the local tree survey by the County Council
Arboriculture Department covering around 10,000 trees.



Royal Leamington Spa Town Council are contributing £15,000 in
their 21/22 budget to help secure new trees and provide funds for
ongoing tree maintenance. This is expected to rise for the next
year as healthy saplings are going up in price and the Town Council

budget plans to account for these increases.

The money should cover the cost of supplying and planting about

50 new trees and the current plan is for approximately 75% of
these are to be located in Milverton and Lillington areas either as replacement or new
plantings.

Dave Brunson

Editor’s note: Dave would be grateful if people would inform him, at

clirdavebrunson@yahoo.com, or their local Town Councillor, of street trees that need

replacing and with suggestions of where others might be planted.

The Trees of Jephson Gardens: Autumn

Thanks to David Clargo the Leamington Society has just produced its fourth and final
film about the trees of Jephson Gardens through the seasons. This one looks at
autumn trees: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFLMaerijFt!

Each of the 4 short videos feature 5 or 6 different trees. There is an earlier video
produced for Heritage Open day in 2019 which features others.

SWEET GUM TREE

Sidney Syson
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Just Inspire at the Riverside Glasshouse

Just Inspire, the family-owned catering and events company run by Steven Holland, has
brought back life to the Glasshouse in Jephson Gardens. The Glasshouse, including a
Temperate House and a 120-seat restaurant, was completed in 2003 as part of a major
regeneration scheme. Jephson’s Brasserie, as the restaurant was then called, closed

in 2010, disappointing its many customers.

photo courtesy of Steven Holland

Now Steven wants to restore the Glasshouse, renamed the Riverside Glasshouse, to its
rightful place among Leamington’s important buildings, accessible to all the public. The
popular Sunday lunches have been brought back, though this time with a difference:

the traditional menus include vegan and vegetarian options.

Catering and all the arrangements for weddings, in the wonderful setting of Jephson
Gardens, are among the many services offered by Just Inspire, including birthdays,
family celebrations and prom parties as well as conferences and corporate events. The
catering is done by the experienced in-house team, although Steven works with other
local companies, such as photographers and florists, to complete the preparations for

these important occasions.

Steven, who was born in Leamington and has always worked in the catering industry,
makes a different contribution to Leamington in his support for the homeless and his
connection to Helping Hands. He has trained some of those formerly homeless to
work in Just Inspire, so helping them to regain a normal life. He is a member of Plastic-
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Free Leamington and through Just Inspire is working towards removing as much plastic
as possible from his company operations, another cause to which he is deeply

committed.

He is now considering what his next steps should be and has many other ideas he wants
to try out, embedding the Glasshouse in the heart of Leamington life where he feels

that it rightfully belongs.

Barbara Lynn

New members

We welcome to the Society:
Elizabeth Baker & Roger Davison Alastair & Wendy Higgins
Amanda Kilgour and Janet Williams.

Officers and Committee

Chairman until the end of November: Sidney Syson, 11 Astley Close, CV32 6PT,
01926 423 140

Acting Chairman from 1 December: lan Bradbury 07905 122 340

Vice Chairmen:
Barbara Lynn, Apt. 53 Manor House, Avenue Road, CV31 3ND, 01926 831 414

Richard Ward, 3 Bell Court, The Maltings, CV32 5FH, 01926 422 750

Hon. Secretary and Membership Secretary:
Margaret Begg, The Garden House, Clarendon Crescent, CV32 5NR, 01926 423 822

Hon. Treasurer:
Marianne Pitts, 7 Kineton Hall, Lillington Avenue, CV32 5DR, 01926 885 532

Other Committee Members:

Richard Ashworth 01926 316 703 Clive Engwell 01926 420 454
Gary Jones 07866 602 507 Carole Sleight* 07768 617 081

e  (Carole is retiring at the end of December 2021

The Leamington Society is a registered charity. It exists to preserve the heritage and
improve the character of Royal Leamington Spa and to encourage high standards of planning
and architecture.

Charity No. 516078
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