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August 2021 Chairman’s Notes

It was lovely to see so many people out at Art in the
Park and our stall attracted much interest especially
from the surprisingly many who had moved to
Leamington in the past 2 years. We gave out 70
forms for nominations for the Leamington Society
Awards — have you nominated something yet? See
page 3 for details.

Good news is great, and it’s that the railway bridge
next to Vitsoe’s in Princes Drive will be repainted in
time for the Commonwealth Games after all. Even
better it will be painted with a design by Jennie
Moncur, similar to the ones she produced for low
bridges in Gateshead.

After all the controversy have you seen the new
development brief for the Riverside House site?
This is not linked to any new build at Covent
Garden. There’s a public consultation on the
proposals, and link to an online Q and A on 25" Aug

at https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/RSHconsultation

Finally, a huge thank you to Archie and Marianne
Pitts who produced this newsletter for so many
years, but have now handed on the task.
Sidney Syson

Events and Talks

A strange time
Sheila Woolf
Thursday, September 16th, 7.30
at
the Conference Centre,
Dormer Place, CV32 5AA
with a free
drink and nibbles to celebrate
being back in person

God's Workshop Public Art
Programme for Coventry, City of
Culture 2021
Lucy Tomlins
Thursday October 21st, 7.30
at Dormer Place

Leamington Society Awards
Evening
All Saints Parish Church
Thursday November 4th, 7pm
Tickets available soon

Virtual reality, the last medium?
Alex Harvey
Thursday November 18th, 7.30

Christmas Special
Thursday 9t December
details to be announced
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http://www.leamingtonsociety.org/

Forthcoming talks and events: For dates and times see the front page.
Welcome to our new series of talks which we are very excited to announce will take
place in real life at Dormer Place Conference Centre in Leamington Spa!! Entry is £2,
refreshments will be on sale. We look forward to reconnecting, but also appreciate
some may wish to continue on zoom. We will be offering a hybrid delivery for future
events, if you would like an online link please email sidney.syson@gmail.com for one.

‘A Strange Time’ Sheila Woolf with the Warwick Society

Cordelia Leigh, youngest daughter of Lord Leigh of Stoneleigh
Abbey, devoted her life to education, and became an inspiration to
the many young people whose lives she touched. Her activities
during the Great War, revealed through her meticulously kept
scrapbooks and diaries, provide a valuable insight into life on the
Home Front and beyond. There is no charge for this meeting.

‘God's Workshop Public Art Programme for Coventry, City of Culture 2021’
Lucy Tomlins

Leamington resident Lucy Tomlins is a visual artist and Director of Pangaea Sculptors'
Centre, a platform supporting contemporary sculptors, fostering technical excellence
and promoting wider public engagement with sculpture through educational, critical
and cultural programming. Lucy is also co-curator/producer of a burgeoning,
experimental arts programme for Coventry City of Culture. She will take us on her
journey of its organic unfolding so far and share insights into what is to come. From
visiting Kolkata, India, just as the pandemic hit, to T
extracting clay from Newbold Comyn, to growing her own
wheat field in Hatton, to a world-music drumming jam
surrounded by corn, to the creation of giant hand

sculpture out of unfired clay and straw, Lucy will reveal

what goes into the development and delivery of a truly
collaborative, context-specific and world-class visual arts programme: ‘God's
Workshop - Of Clay and Straw.” (Image: Wheat Field Drumming Jam Film Shoot, Hatton
Farm, August 2021; courtesy of Pangaea Sculptors' Centre)


mailto:sidney.syson@gmail.com
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Virtual reality, the last medium? Alex Harvey

Alex Harvey is co-founder and creative director at
RiVR which is recognised as one of the world’s
leading makers of photorealistic virtual reality
environments. They are based just outside Silicon
Spa in Southam and have a team 16 people working
on digitising the real world. RiVR have been creating

a number of training and development products for

the blue light services around the world. Recently they have
turned their attention to digitally scanning museum artefacts
and historical preservation projects in the local community. In
this discussion we will hear about local projects at Leamington
Art Gallery & Museum, the bandstand and Linden Arches
which have used photogrammetry to scan these items and
allow us to explore them from all angles. During this talk you
are invited to use your mobile phones to experience these 3-D
modes in an augmented reality.

The Leamington Society

1. AWARDS 202]

| |
.‘ ¥ ‘T‘. For outstanding architecture, art & landscape

The Leamington Society Awards are now taking place at last — postponed from 2020!
Nominations have been invited from the public for projects which have been
completed in the last 3 years and which have contributed to the improvement of the
Leamington environment — these can be in the form of buildings, art or landscape
that have made Leamington a better place to be. The ‘Bill Gibbons Trophy’ will be
given to the best improved owner-occupied project as viewed from the street.

The closing date for Nominations is Sunday 22nd August and these can be made
online at our website leamingtonsociety.org or by post. The Awards presentation

evening will be held at All Saints Church on Thursday 4th November, from 7pm, with
drinks and nibbles. Tickets will be available soon.
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Victoria Park 2022 — Winners and Losers?

Leamington’s Victoria Park, has never been more
popular. Following this year’s arrival of a new
outdoor gym, 2022 will see the opening of a brand
new £300k play area offering spectacular new
features for children of all ages. But a planning

application threatens normal access to Victoria

Park for three peak summer months next year. The application, on behalf of the
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games Organising Committee, seeks permission for
the “temporary use” of an area of Victoria Park, for a period of up to 3 months, so that
many “temporary” structures can be erected in preparation for hosting the Lawn Bowls

events.

The 9 days of Games competitions promise prestige and profit for Leamington. But it
seems likely that Leamington’s successful experience in hosting the annual 4 weeks of
the National Bowls Championships meant the added complications of holding a major
international event in an age of heightened security were under appreciated. Today’s
situation is described as “fluid” and the highly contentious planning application has yet

to appear before the Council Planning Committee.

Friends of Victoria Park, supported by over 1,300 Facebook “followers”, attend bi-
monthly Commonwealth Games Victoria Park Stakeholders’ Group meetings and the
more recently convened Victoria Park Commonwealth Games Parking Update
meetings. Both are arranged by WDC, held virtually, include representatives from the
local residents’ association and local bowls and tennis clubs and, frustratingly, often
involve the communication of “confidential” information.

However, the latest meetings have witnessed a perceptibly more constructive tone
from Birmingham 2022 officials. There are signs that there could be a potentially
significant improvement on the depressing scenario of all pedestrian entrances to the
Park, apart from the Princes Drive entrance to Riverside Walk, being closed for 3 or so

weeks next summer. Details have to be confirmed, of course.

But even this glimmer of hope doesn’t yet apply to the one in three Park users who
normally arrive by car. Currently, we're still looking at up to 7 weeks of total closure
for Archery Road and the Old Tennis Courts area of the Park.



All local groups welcome the Games, recognising the necessity for some local
inconveniences and adjustments; and preparations for the Games continue unabated.
But Friends of Victoria Park (www.friendsofvictoriapark.co.uk) are arguing that the

current planning application should be replaced by one that clearly specifies
substantially reduced timescales for limiting access to a Park that is so popular with

Leamington residents.

David Adams

A New Chapter for the Larder

The closure of The Larder at 23 Portland Street was much regretted but it has
led to a new chapter, with the opening first of the Aviary in Jephson Gardens and then
in 2020/21 the cafe in the Pump Rooms. Jane Berridge, the founder of The Larder,
runs both of these with the support of family members.

The cafe in the Aviary, a Grade 2 listed building with exquisite Victorian ironwork, has
now been designated by Jane as a Kiosk, providing for the needs of all visitors, those
passing by as well as those wanting a more leisurely experience. Most of the tables are
outside and customers can also take their purchases to benches nearby. All dietary

needs are catered for and the Aviary is of course child- and dog- friendly.

The Larder at the Pump Rooms is located in one of the glass-roofed pavilions built to
flank the original buildings. It attracts typical town centre customers: shoppers,
business people, workers and lawyers from the nearby Justice Centre. Long tables with
benches seating up to 8 people have replaced the small cafe tables. Although not
traditional, these create a more welcoming atmosphere. Nobody need sit alone. An

area has even been found for students with laptops. The tiled benches outside provide


http://www.friendsofvictoriapark.co.uk/

an informal space for walkers and dog-owners, as well as a quieter atmosphere.
Naturally a wide range of refreshments is on offer, all healthy and delicious. Jane
Berridge and her team start baking at 7 am every day.

The decor of these two beautiful establishments has been chosen to suit their
environment, with natural wood, black paintwork and stone complementing the
architecture. They are already the focal points of their locations, enhancingthe

experience of visitors 7 days a week.

Barbara Lynn

The Leamington Mural Festival 2021

Leamington's very own ongoing mural festival has been hitting the street since the
beginning of 2021 with UK street artists, muralists and graffiti writers coming to the
town to brighten our lives, and encourage more visitors. Here is the latest addition,
next to the Elephant Wash, in Mill Street, by N4T4 and Lord Numb, together with the
first, at the Sydni Centre, by Rich Inwood — Crom commissioned in memory of Mota
Singh.

Tim Brink, aka Lord Numb, explains “During lockdown we wanted to encourage
people to get out for exercise and to improve their health and well-being. We also

wanted to encourage people to discover places they had not discovered before.”




Raising footfall in the canal area has had the
welcome knock on effect of decreasing anti-
social behaviour, with needles and syringes no
longer littering the towpath.

Another early piece was “Future Synth” by Void
One which is just past the railway bridge in
Clemens Street. It was voted 3™ top wall in the
world In March 2021.

There are many more to discover; do go and
have a look.

Sidney Syson

The Dell and the GALS (Gardening Around Leamington Spa)

One of the reasons many of us love living in Leamington is the number and variety of
gardens, parks and green spaces. One such treasure is The Dell, a sunken park in
Milverton. ;

Over the last 15 years the gardens in the Dell have
been managed by a small team of volunteers
known as the GALS (Gardening around
Leamington Spa). Their work in clearing and

replanting with shrubs, plants and bulbs has

e © A meongme  transformed the
: park into an attractive, welcoming space for children
to play or just to sit and relax.

Sadly the Gals have decided it is time to retire at the
end of the year. We have greatly enjoyed our
gardening and the pleasure it has given to the park
users. We would very much like to hand over the
future care of The Dell to volunteers/groups to
ensure our work is continued. Engagement and
enthusiasm are just as important as horticultural
skills.



It would be very sad to see the park revert back to its previous, unloved, state. Any
volunteers/groups or suggestions would be gratefully received. Please contact Lyn
Buckle carolynbuckle@hotmail.com (GALS) or The Friends of the Dell.

Carolyn Buckle

Paul Edwards’ Tree

The Paulownia Tomentosum tree, otherwise known as a Foxglove Tree, planted in
Jephson Garden to honour the contribution of Paul Edwards
to our town, was ceremonially adopted by members of the
Society on his 95th birthday, June 14th.

Ruth Bennion paid tribute to Paul and Paul welcomed the
tree, told us of its
history and finished by
requesting a round of
applause as a

welcome. He wore a

sprig of its flowers in his pocket. A good meal at

the Drawing Board - the first pub meal for many

of us - ended a beautiful evening.

Marianne Pitts

Modern Mercia and the Picture of Health: a talk by Jane Simpkiss, Fine Art curator at
the Art Gallery and Museum. 10 June 2021

Jane’s first year at the Leamington Gallery has been a difficult one, and she started her
talk by explaining how due to the pandemic she had had to curate these two
exhibitions from her kitchen table. The original plan had been for the two exhibitions
to succeed each other but with the Art Gallery closed for most of the year, it was

decided that the two exhibitions should be on display at the same time.

For the last 20 years the Galley has collected works of art with a medical theme to

connect with the original use of the Pump Rooms building. The Picture of Health makes
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use of our own collection as well as loans from other sources. It challenges our view of
people with disabilities and our tendency to view them as incomplete. Marc Quinn’s
sculpture shows us how beautiful these bodies can be.

The section on Picturing the Doctor shows the Victorian portrait of a doctor depicted
as an intellectual gentleman rather than the practitioner we would expect today.
Further surprises include iDNA, a large sculpture showing the DNA of genetic
conditions by displaying the journey through life with bags and suitcases hanging in the
air.

Jane then moved on to the Modern Mercia exhibition, illustrating post-war art and
design in Coventry and Warwickshire covering the period 1945-1970.This was a
particularly appropriate choice of subject given that this year is Coventry’s year as City
of Culture. She illustrated the new look of concrete and geometric shapes, glass and
steel, with the similar designs of Leamington’s Spa Centre and Coventry’s swimming
baths.

George Wagstaffe produced some fine sculptures including the Naiad, apparently
inspired by a young bather in Cornwall, and the Phoenix, a figure symbolising Coventry
rising from the ashes of war. Wagstaffe depicted the figure with head lowered in grief
at the horror of war and refused to alter this when urged to show the head held high

in victory.

The exhibition includes examples of folk art and some modern fabric designs by Tibor
Reich. During this period the mural the Four Season by Alan Sorrel was installed at
Myton School where it remains today albeit obscured by examples of works by current

students.

The design of stained glass in Coventry cathedral inspired more modern art in other
churches, such as the Church of Our Lady in Lillington. After 1970 figurative art was
rejected in favour of the abstract and the exhibition ends with Tim Threlfall’s
imaginative design for the M1 motorway and Bernard Schottlander’s sculpture for the

University of Warwick campus.

These two contrasting and stimulating exhibitions are well worth visiting and the
Gallery is now open Thursday to Sunday with no need to book.

A video of the talk can be seen at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Jujgerrr]Y

Margaret Begg



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJujgerrrJY

The South Warwickshire Local Plan; Andrew Conrfoot and Philip Clarke

Andrew Cornfoot, the Business manager of the Warwick District Planning Department
presented the background to this project. Warwick and Stratford District Councils are
exploring the possibility of a South Warwickshire authority. As a step towards this
Warwick and Stratford planning departments are preparing a joint local plan. This plan
will be used to determine planning applications and identifying ways of meeting
development needs.

All local plans require updating anyway at regular intervals, and for this joint plan the
key issues proposed are: the climate emergency, connectivity, personal well-being, and
increasing biodiversity. The planners will need to engage with ten neighbouring
authorities in drawing up the new plan, and deal with challenges as yet unmet such as

providing for the needs of travellers in the area.

The current Warwick plan lasts till 2029 and the new plan may last until 2050. Stratford
and Warwick districts have much in common being tourist areas with small market
towns and villages, and the expectation is that working together will provide new
efficiencies which could benefit the local area by providing savings at a time of local
government cuts.

Philip Clarke, the Head of Development Services at Warwick District, joined Andrew
Cornfoot to answer members’ questions. A summary of these questions and answers
can be viewed at https://leamingtonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/South-

Warwickshire-Local-Plan-Q-A.pdf and a copy of the presentation is at

https://leamingtonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/SWLP-Leamington-
Society.pdf

Margaret Begg

Interactivity from Leamington Art Gallery and Museum- try scanning the QR code.

RANDOLF TURPIN
STATUE
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Roger Charters 1931-2021

Roger was born in Sussex. His father was away for some years of
his childhood and he went to Tonbridge School. Roger excelled
doing his National Service and served an apprenticeship in flute
making at Rudall Carte but most of his working life was spent in
the car industry, Vauxhall and British Leyland, followed by

consultancy.

Roger had a lifelong interest in photography and wildlife sound

recording. At one point he was the chairman of the Wildlife
sound recording society and, at the end of his working life, he was an award winning
professional photographer. For years he produced excellent architectural photographs

for the Leamington Society Awards.

He was also great traveller. Having taken his family of four children up to Norway and
down to North Africa in the family Land-Rover for holidays he then built two successive
large four-wheeled drive camper vans for holidays with his wife Bridget all over Europe
including the Ukraine. His construction skills were put to good use at Leamington
Station, building the planters and dismantling and repainting the benches. He always

worked with great efficiency and a minimum of fuss.

He leaves his wife, four children and nine grandchildren and is missed by all of us who
had the luck to know him.

Marianne Pitts

Warwick Words with Marianne Pitts! Masters and Brethren 4t October

Warwick Words returns this Autumn. Join Master Heidi Meyer,
Angela Nicholls, Georgia Wilkes and Marianne Pitts as they
share new research shedding light on the Masters and the
Brethren who have made up the centuries’ old community of the
Lord Leycester Hospital. “ The Good, The Bad and the Heroes!”

Monday 4 October at Lord Leycester Hospital 10.30am tickets

are £8 book via Warwick Words, https://warwickwords.co.uk/
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You might also be interested in Bertie Greatheed at Home and Abroad, a talk by local
historians Anne Langley and Bridget Winn, on Wednesday 6 October at Guys Cliffe
Centre, Coventry Road,CVv34 5YD at 4.00pm. Tickets £8
This talk is based on the diaries of Bertie Greatheed, former owner of Guy's Cliffe, as
he takes the Grand Tour of Europe in the 1780s and then settles down on his estate in
Warwickshire in the early 19th Century.  For booking and a full programme visit
Warwick Words, https://warwickwords.co.uk/

New members
We welcome to the Society:

Daniella Abraham and partner
Matthew Gilks Derrick Knight

Officers and Committee
Chairman: Sidney Syson, 11 Astley Close, CV32 6PT, 01926 423 140

Vice Chairmen: Barbara Lynn, Apt. 53 Manor House, Avenue Road, CV31 3ND, 01926 831
414

Richard Ward, 3 Bell Court, The Maltings, CV32 5FH, 01926 422 750

Hon. Secretary and Membership Secretary: Margaret Begg, The Garden House, Clarendon
Crescent, CV32 5NR, 01926 423 822

Hon. Treasurer: Marianne Pitts, 7 Kineton Hall, Lillington Avenue, CV32 5DR, 01926 885 532
Other Committee Members:

Richard Ashworth 01926 316 703 lan Bradbury 07905 122 340
Clive Engwell 01926 420 454 Gary Jones 07866 602 507
Carole Sleight 07768 617 081

The Leamington Society is a registered charity. It is a member of the West Midlands Amenity
Societies Association and the National Organisation of Residents’ Associations. It exists to
preserve the heritage and improve the character of Royal Leamington Spa and to encourage
high standards of planning and architecture.

Charity No. 516078
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